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Kaye’s Korero
Kia ora whanau
The last week of the school year and what a year it has been! Nicole has
had a wonderful year supporting Kathryn and me in the associate principal
role and we have welcomed her contribution and skills to our leadership
team. Maree Dargan joined us a permanent staff member and Whaea
Ivy came on board as a teacher aide. The roll has grown to 181, which is
the highest it has been in the time I have been at the school. This is exciting
for us but does not come without its challenges as our junior school numbers
bulged in term three. The Education Review Office visited us in July and
our three-year review gave us lots of positive feedback and directions for
further growth and development. 
We have had a fantastic year with successful grant applications and I thank Kate 
Marsh, Catherine Balt and Sasha Chadwick for helping us put those together. These 
grants have enabled us to put a new projector and screen in the hall, erect a shade 
sail over the sandpit, put in a new filter and cover for the swimming pool, have Dances 
for Schools for every student and get some new seating for the hall.
Sadly, at this time of year we also say some goodbyes. We farewell Beka Heather 
who has been a teacher aide with us for five years. Beka has been a wonderfully 
gentle and caring person around the school and we will miss her. We also say
farewell to Monique Streater who took over the reins in Hahana for this last term
and has done a sterling job in there. We thank them both from the bottom
of our hearts and wish them well in their new ventures.
We have a new staff member joining us in the junior school next year.
Melanie Clubley is coming from Redwood School to take up a
new-entrant class. Melanie has extensive early childhood and
primary background and a lot of experience with play-based learning.
We welcome Melanie to join the juniors and work alongside Kathryn,
Jude and Maree to continue to evolve our junior curriculum. Melanie
Searancke will continue on a part-time basis next year doing some
teacher release.
Take care over the break and enjoy your children and the time you
have together. We wish you all the joys of the festive season and look
forward to seeing you all back in 2018.
Nga mihi nui

12 December 2017

Kaye
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Sunhats
You have been amazing providing your children with 
sunhats. Every day now, most children are seen outside 
wearing their sunhats. Thank you for your support with 
this very important one!

Graduation for our year six students
We will be farewelling our year six students on 
Wednesday 13 December at 9:30 am in the hall. Please 
come along and see them off.
The year six students and their whanau will also 
be attending a dinner on Tuesday 12 December at 
Takapuwahia Marae. To those whanau attending, please 
be at Takapuwahia at 5:30pm sharp. Year 5 students will 
be helping prepare the meal during the day but will not 
be attending the dinner.

Adrenalin Forest for Year 6s
After the graduation ceremony on Wednesday, the year 
6 students are off to Adrenalin Forest. They can be 
collected from there between 3:00 and 3:30pm. If you 
cannot collect them, please let Nicole know and we will 
arrange for them to come back to school.

Camp 2018
Thank you to the parents who applied via the form to 
come to camp next year. You will be notified before 
the end of this week.

Swimming 2018
We will begin our eight free water 
safety lessons per child sponsored by 
the Porirua City Council from Wednesday 
7 February. Please ensure children bring 
their togs and towel every day from the beginning 
of next year.

Board of Trustees: Expression of Interest: 
Casual Vacancy Position
You have a few more days to pop in your application to join the 
board. The board is seeking a parent trustee who is:
• passionate about seeing our school thrive
• committed to high expectations of students, staff and 

whanau
• willing to take an active or lead role in community 

consultation activities
• excited about, and committed to learning about the 

governance role of the Board of Trustees.
The expression of interest information is attached to the end of 
this newsletter. Applications close at 1:30pm on 16 December.
For more information: http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/
public/1989/0080/latest/DLM180814.html

School dates for 2018
Term one: 31 January–13 April
(Monday 29, Tuesday 30 January are Teacher-Only Days)

Term Two: 30 April–6 July

Term Three: 23 July–28 September

Term Four: 15 October–14 December

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1989/0080/latest/DLM180814.html
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1989/0080/latest/DLM180814.html
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What’s coming up
• Tuesday 12 December, 5:30pm 

Graduation dinner at Takupuwahia Marae

• Wednesday 13 December, 9:30am 
Year 6 graduation ceremony 

• Friday 15 December, 1:30pm 
End of school year

• Wednesday 31 January 2018, 8:55am 
Day One, Term One

• Friday 2 February 2018 
School picnic day, Waikanae Pools

• Tuesday 6 February 2018 
Waitangi Day—school is closed

• Wednesday 7 February 2018 
Swimming begins

School donation
School donations are welcomed at any time during the year. They 
are $25 per child or $40 per family. These donations 
are a great help to us, covering extra things 
like subsidising buses for trips,extra-curricular 
activity e.g. Stepping Out. Please send these 
along when you are able, or deposit in the 
school’s account: 01 0546 0124048 00 with your 
family name in the “Reference” field.

Lost property
Kiri is gathering a collection in the office. Please come along and 
claim anything that belongs to your whanau.

receipts
Please continue to send your receipts along to the office. The 
proceeds go into our “Education Outside the Classroom” (EOTC) 
fund.

12 December 2017

Organisation for 2018
• Melanie Clubley ------------- Year 1 ------------ Titiwai ----------- Room 7

• Maree Dargan --------------- Year 1 ------------ Titiwai ----------- Room 6

• Jude Nieland ----------------- Year 2 ------------ Korekoreko ---- Room 8

• Kathryn Pierre --------------- Year 2/3 ---------- Hahana --------- Room 5

The two younger classes will be flanked by the older juniors in the junior side of the school.

• Judith Cross ----------------- Year 3,4,5,6 ----- Tūrama --------- Room 10

• Nicole Avatea/Erena Latu Years 3,4,5,6 --- Kōtiri ------------ Rooms 1 and 2

Part-time teachers:

Pearl Freemantle will continue to take Reading Recovery and Kiri Weir and Melanie Searancke will do classroom 
release time for teacher.
On Friday of this week, children will spend block one in their new classes for 2018.



Kia ora, friends…

A-Long Hot Summer Story Festival returns to Porirua Libraries for its sen-
sational seventh year to entertain children aged 3-12 and their families this 
summer. It kicks off with a launch party starring superstar children’s entertainer 
Kath Bee on Thursday, December 21, 5.30PM, at Porirua Library, and runs 
until master storyteller Stu Duval’s fabulous live-illustrated finale show on 
Thursday, January 18, at 5.30PM, also at Porirua Library. All shows and work-
shops are happening in Porirua, Cannons Creek, and Whitby Libraries this 
year. Print timetables - featuring reading thermometers and a sign-in sheet for 
events - are available from all branches from December 21. There’s something 
for everyone, spot prizes at all events, mystery goodie bag or book prizes for 
those who attend four events, and no registration required. Just rock up, and prepare to be amazed. 

Additional information (including the on-line timetable) can be found at:

http://www.porirualibrary.org.nz/What-s-On/A-Long-Hot-Summer-Story-Festival

Insider info on the festival is being published regularly at:

http://www.porirualibrary.org.nz/Services/Children-s-Library/Bee-s-Bookish-Blog

Posters for the launch party and full festival are attached. We would love to see these displayed Porirua-wide. Schools 
and childcare centres are welcome to email me if you would like a bookmark for every child to take home.

We look forward to serving you during A-Long Hot Summer Story Festival.

Happy holidays!

 

Thursday 21st December, 5.30pm 
Porirua Library 

 

Contact: Bee Trudgeon phone 2371543 btrudgeon@pcc.govt.nz 

http://www.porirualibrary.org.nz/What-s-On/A-Long-Hot-Summer-Story-Festival 

Festival proudly supported by: 

A-Long Hot Summer Story Festival  
Opening Night  

Festival Launch Party! 
With Special Guest... 

Porirua Children’s Library presents the... 
Porirua Children’s Library presents... 

A-Long Hot Summer 
Story Festival  

 

 

 

December 21st 2017 to January 18th 2018 
 

Kath Bee  Stu Duval  Levity Beet  Tim Tipene 
 PlayShop  Sally’s Dress-Up Storytime  

Nick Duval-Smith  Uke-Alongs  
 Baz Macdonald  LaQuisha St Redfern  

and much, much more! 
 

Contact: Bee Trudgeon phone 2371543 btrudgeon@pcc.govt.nz 

http://www.porirualibrary.org.nz/What-s-On/A-Long-Hot-Summer-Story-Festival 

 Festival proudly supported by: 

… for  
children 

aged from 
3—12 

A huge  
variety of  

FREE 
events ... 

http://www.porirualibrary.org.nz/What-s-On/A-Long-Hot-Summer-Story-Festival
http://www.porirualibrary.org.nz/Services/Children-s-Library/Bee-s-Bookish-Blog


School holiday bits and pieces

https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-development-at-home/school-holidays/

Forget “just surviving” the holidays—here are some ideas to help you and your family and whānau have fun and “thrive”!

Your child needs the holidays to recharge their batteries and refresh themselves, ready for the next term. Holidays are also an opportunity 
to spend time with your child and have fun together.

Keep it simple, affordable and fun. The key is enjoying time with your child—it doesn’t have to be a chore or cost a lot of money.

Tips to “thrive”

• Take the pressure off yourself - decide that you’re just going to enjoy hanging out together without the hustle and bustle of the school 
term.

• If you’re working in the holidays, use the evenings or time when you’re not working to have fun time with your child, free of the school 
time routines.

• If you’re signing your child up to school holiday programmes let them be involved in choosing them - many programmes have a 
specific focus, like art and craft, or sports, and your child will have more fun if they’re doing something they like.

• Remember all the free, fun games and activities you enjoyed as a kid (before iPads, PlayStation and X-Box)? You’ll be surprised at 
just how much fun you’ll still have—and your kids will enjoy them too!

• At the start of the holidays get your child or children to write a couple of ideas for things to do in the holidays and put them in a jar. 
Each day pull one out of the jar to do that day.

• Especially with younger children, don’t forget the old favourites—playdough, fingerpaints, water play and bubbles.

• Cries of “I’m bored” are okay. Children often come up with their most creative play when they’re bored. Let them know it’s their choice 
to be bored, or they can choose not be bored.

• Bring some balance into the holidays—organise some activities, but also have some quiet time each day, where everyone does 
something by themselves, including you! It could be reading, drawing or listening to an audio book.

• Get your child involved in the day to day running of the household. They often like to help plan and make the meals. Helping 
with housework also teaches your child lots of important skills about being organised, being part of the family, co-operating and 
contributing!

Some fun ideas

• Organise play dates with friends—they’ll love the extra out-of-term time together, and it can be a way to share the childcare when 
you’re working.

• Let your child build a tent or hut using old sheets, blankets and odds and ends from around the house.

• Get the whole family out into the fresh air—it could be a bike ride, a trip to the beach, or a visit to a park or reserve in your area that 
you’ve never been to before.

• Plan an “expedition”—take the bus or the train, and get them to map out a walking adventure. You could even take a snack and have 
a picnic. Young children will love dressing up in character for their adventure.

• Get messy—check out the messy play ideas on the Ministry’s website, use a tarpaulin, water and dishwashing liquid and make a 
“slip’n’slide” down a hill, or start a vege garden.

• Visit your marae or family you haven’t seen for a while. School holidays are a great time to talk to your kids about where they are 
from and who they are.

• Take part in some of the free school holiday activities that libraries, local councils, and even shopping centres offer.

• Think about the projects your child has been doing at school. You may find some activities, events or exhibitions in your area that will 
help your child to get a better understanding of what they’ve been learning at school. Or your child may have been on a school trip 
and want to go back and share it with you.

• Have your kids find some music and make up a dance, or find a favourite story and make up a play. Maybe they can invite some 
family or friends over for the performance.

https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-development-at-home/school-holidays/
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Tuesday 5 December 2017 
 
 
Ngāti Toa School Board of Trustees 
 
Expression of Interest: Casual Vacancy Position 
 
The Ngāti Toa School Board of Trustees is looking to appoint a 
trustee to join our board. 
 
We are seeking a parent trustee who is: 

• passionate about seeing our school thrive 
• committed to high expectations of students, staff and 

whanau 
• be willing to take an active or lead role in community 

consultation activities 
• excited about, and committed to learning about the 

governance role of the Board of Trustees. 
 
Please apply in writing to the Board Chairperson by 1:30pm on 
Friday 15 December 2017. You may submit your expression of 
interest by: 

• dropping it off at the school office 
• posting to Board Chairperson, Ngāti Toa School, 44 Piko St, 

Titahi Bay 5022 
• emailing it to principal@ngatitoa.school.nz 

 
For more information: 
 
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1989/0080/latest/DLM180814.html	


