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Kaye’s Korero
Kia ora whanau.
We come to the end of another busy and productive term. Looking 
back we have seen a fantastic response to Garden to Table, and 
fundraising for Curious Cove camp in 2018.  Thank you so much 
to whanau who turned out for your appointments with teachers 
last week to discuss your children’s learning and progress. It is so 
important that we work together on this as we cannot guarantee 
the best outcomes without some support from home. We hope you 
got some ideas of things you can do with your children—without 
stressing you or them—to reinforce the things that are going to help 
them progress.
Staffing for next term: We welcome Maree Dargan as a permanent 
staff member. Maree will stay with Titiwai 6 for the rest of this year. 
Unfortunately she is off this week with a throat problem and must 
rest her voice! 
Cheryl Moeau will be on leave for the remainder of this term and 
Miss Aleena Robinson is continuing in Hahana this week.
Nga mihi nui

WHAT’S COMING UP:
Wednesday 5 July, 12:50-2:50 p.m: Tūrama out 
planting

Wednesday 5 July, 7:00 p.m: Te Whanau 
Ngatahi meeting in the staff room

Friday 7 July, 9:15-12:10: Matariki morning, 
shared lunch, Spin your Thing

Friday 7 July, 3:00 p.m: End of term two

Monday 24 July, 8:55 a.m: Beginning of term 
three

Monday 31 July: Powhiri (time to be confirmed)

Monday 31 July: Education Review Office visit

Tuesday 15 August, 2:30pm: Kia Kaha meeting 
in the staffroom.

Te Whanau Ngatahi meeting
We have a meeting of our parent support group, Te Whanau 
Ngatahi, this Wednesday 5 July in the staffroom at 7:00pm. We will 
discuss what we will do in terms three and four. Do come along if 
you are keen to support the school.

Planting – 5 July
Tūrama children will be accompanying Greater Wellington to do 
some planting at the mouth of the Porirua River on Wednesday 5 
July. They will be picked up at school around 12:50 and be back by 
3:00pm. Please ensure children have gumboots or sturdy shoes 
and jackets.

Pre-enrolments
To assist us with forward planning, if you have a pre-schooler, or 
know of someone who is planning to send their little one to our 
school, can you please complete a pre-enrolment form available at 
the office. This does not commit you to the school but merely gives 
us a heads-up and makes the enrolment process quicker for you 
when you do decide to come here!
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Matariki morning
On Friday 7 July we are having a Matariki 
morning where the children will be in mixed 
groups doing a range of Matariki-themed 
activities. We will complete the morning 
with a shared lunch and, if fine, a ‘Spin your 
Thing’ half hour up on the top court together 
. This will be a chance for children to bring 
any spinning toys they might have e.g. 
Fidget Spinners, spinning tops, yoyos, bey 
blades, ribbon sticks etc.
Can your child please bring along something 
healthy to share for lunch.

Bi-lingual option at Ngāti Toa 
School
A group of interested people have 
approached the school wanting to discuss 
further the option of a bi-lingual class at our 
school. We have a meeting on Thursday 
27 July at 5:00pm with interested people 
and Ministry of Education representatives. 
Circle the date in your calendar if this is of 
interest to you.
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School donation
School donations are welcomed at any time during the 
year. They are $25 per child or $40 per family. These 
donations are a great help to us, covering extra things 
like subsidising buses for trips,extra-curricular activity 
e.g. Stepping Out. Please send these along when you 
are able, or deposit in the school’s account:
01 0546 0124048 00 with your family name in the 
“Reference” field.

Year 6 Graduate Hoodies
A total of $40 per hoodie to be paid by the end of term. 
You can pay in instalments if this is easier.
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Grocery Raffle for Camp
Tickets available in the office for this wonderful hamper 
of goodies.

Calling anyone who can help paint...
We have started to paint the corridors of the junior block 
to brighten and freshen it up and we need some help 
to do it. Thanks to those who have got back to us re 
helping with painting. We will be doing some painting in 
the holidays so please let us know if you can spare time 
to pop in and help between Tuesday 11th and Friday 14th.
If you would like to help could you please either let me 
know on principal@ngatitoa.school.nz or send back the 
tear-off.

Office news
• We have more nit treatment in stock now so ask 

Whaea Kiri if you need some.

• We also have a few pairs of the black KidsCan size 
3, 4 and 6 shoes if anyone needs a spare pair.

receipts
Please continue to send your receipts along to the office. The proceeds 
go into our “Education Outside the Classroom” (EOTC) fund.

Chromebooks—year two parents
If you have a child who will be in year three 
next year, you may like to consider 
getting a Chromebook plan underway. 
Please contact Kaye at principal@
ngatitoa.school.nz who will link you 
to our provider who can tailor 
make a plan that suits your 
situation.

Chromebook use at home
It is fantastic that many whanau are beginning to 
purchase their child a Chromebook for educational 
purposes so their learning can become seamless 
between home and school. Please remember that 
the Chromebooks the children are using at school are 
licensed through the school network. We have noticed 
some sites that are being accessed at home are not ideal 
and some children have set up Facebook accounts. Can 
you please oversee this at home. Our teachers have a 
system called the Hapara Dashboard which allows them 
to monitor what children are viewing at school. Often 
the teachers have the dashboard up and open on the 
screen in the classroom, so we only want them seeing 
appropriate material.

Kia Kaha
Next term we will be delivering Kia Kaha: Building a Safe 
and Happy Environment. This involves some lessons 
being taught by our school community officer, Constable 
Andrea (Andy) Noble. There will be a parent meeting 
on Tuesday 15 August at 2:30p.m for parents who are 
interested in hearing from Andy about the programme
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Plastic Free July
Next term our focus topic is Zero Waste. You might like 
to start children thinking about this over PlasticFree July. 
We would love you to encourage children to think about 
how we should dispose of our plastics. An idea: could 
you think about opening packets of Wheelies, chippies 
etc and popping straight into the lunchbox. Some of the 
younger children have great difficulty opening these 
packets.

Family photo opportunity
When did you last have family group photos taken?
We are offering a photographic sitting opportunity to raise funds for camp.
You can determine the setting (within reason) and timing. 
Our ‘unofficial’ school photographer, Rob Neil, will take the photos and provide you with an electronic copy of all your photos 
on a USB stick (To see samples of Rob’s work, go to: https://500px.com/robneil)
Cost: $70 (total for sitting and includes USB stick of photos)
Please complete the tear-off or email Kaye if you would like to take up this opportunity.
This offer will be available for the rest of the year.

Sport round-up
Netball 
Our game was cancelled last week because of the 
weather.

Hockey
Ngati Toa Stick Ninjas 5 vs Pauatahanui 2
Goals scored by Lachlan, Luke and Raniera, with 
Lachlan being named Player of the Day

Middle Years Toolbox parenting group—from The Parenting Place
A fun and inspiring small group parenting course for parents of children aged 6–12 years. 
It’s designed to help you stay connected, teach skills and build memories. 
In term 3 there are two Middle Years groups to choose from:

Newlands: Tuesdays 7pm to 9:30pm from 25 July to 5 September (no session 15 Aug) 

Island Bay: Mondays 7:30pm to 9:30pm from 21 August to 25 September

Bookings are essential. Cost: $75 individual, $110 couple (subsidies are available—please ask!)
Free for foster and adoptive parents and grandparents raising grandchildren, thanks to goverment funding.
Visit www.theparentingplace.com or contact Natalie 0277 334 138  E: wellington@parentingplace.nz 
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Our school vision – please give us your thoughts
Our school vision is: Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future. 
We want it to be a living vision that we are genuinely aspiring towards. Two questions for you…
• What do each of these phrases mean to you?
• What it would it look like if we were achieving this vision?
Send us your views on the tear-off below or email Kaye at: principal@ngatitoa.school.nz

What does it mean? What would it look like?

Kindled by heritage..

Sparked by learning..

To fuel the future..

Your name: .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Your child’s name: ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Incredible Years Parenting programme
Incredible Years is a free programme that helps with the day-to-day challenges in parenting children (aged 3 – 8 years old).  It is run as a 
group over 14 weeks.  Incredible Years builds on the strengths that you and others in the group already have.  Because each child is an 
individual and no two families are the same, Incredible Years will help you to parent your unique child in your own unique way.  Building 
a positive relationship with your child is the basis from which changes can be made and parenting can become easier.  This programme 
has been run worldwide for over 30 years and has helped many parents and their families, in NZ and beyond.  We get really positive 
feedback from attendees.
We are planning to start the next Incredible Years Parenting programme on 10th August
If you would like more information about the programme to help you decide if it might be for you
Contact 
Val Bridge, Ministry of Education, Porirua office
 04 463 4804 or 08 476 747 or Email val.bridge@education.govt.nz

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

Bigair Gymsports
At Bigair Gymsports, kids love gymnastics, trampolining, tumbling, Parkour and cheerleading! Coaching kids at Bigair Gym is one of the 
most rewarding jobs as we get to support kids and see them develop new gym skills, like cartwheels and walkovers etc., which kids love. 
They learn a range of personal skills, including increased self-confidence, self-reflection and pride in their achievements as they progress 
through our 10-level badge programme.
It is highly recommended that children start gymnastics at three years due to being excellent preparation for starting school; once children 
are at school, gym replicates the fundamental learning processes which supports children’s learning at school, so the benefits and 
rewards are substantial.
To find out what class would benefit your child the most, please call our Tawa Bigair Gym on 232 3508 or email office@bigairgym.co.nz

Functional Training
My name is Lyss, we own a local Functional Training gym here in Porirua. 
Over the past 12 weeks we have been running a successful kids program to get the kids off those iPads in the afternoons having some 
fun, learning some new skills and meeting new people. 
This school holidays we are running a holiday version of our KIDfit program to get more kids involved, lets face it - our kids are getting less 
and less physical exercise each year with all these different game centres and technology being released by the week. 
The classes will run Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
10:45am–11:15am - 4–8 years old
11:15am–12pm - 9–12 years old 
The cost for the 2 weeks (6 sessions) will be:
$30 for 4–8 year olds 
$40 for 9–14 year olds 
OR $10 a session 
NBR Functional Training KIDfit programme is a fitness programme especially designed for kids combining movements from gymnastics 
and athletics into a fun, action packed fitness programme that helps kids develop endurance, stamina, strength, flexibility, power, speed, 
coordination, agility, balance & accuracy.
As our children are becoming more and more sedentary and with childhood obesity rising at an alarming rate, there is a growing need to 
incorporate health and fitness into the lives of our kids. By laying a solid foundation of fitness ideals from an early age, we can reduce risk 
of disease, injury, and build a better future for our young ones. 
We will cover the broad skills and movements essential for life and athletics. Improvements in the gym translate directly to better 
performance on the rugby field as well as the playground. Sessions are structured around a briefing, warm-up, technical focus and a 
workout of the day known as a ‘WoD’ and games. Emphasis is placed on kids having fun exercising, reaching goals and teamwork. In 
addition good nutrition and effective study habits are also actively encouraged. 
Coach K will be running our KIDfit programme, Liam has a passion for working with kids, getting them to love exercise and seeing them 
succeed in all areas of life with the help of exercise. If you have any questions please email nbrfunctionaltraining@gmail.com us and we 
as always will answer any questions you have.
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........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PHOTO SITTING

I/we would like to enquire about a photo sitting. 

Name:  .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone:  ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email:  ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................



I am/we are keen to help out with the painting. 

Name/s:  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Number of people assisting: .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone/s:  .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email:  .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Painting help

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name of child/children:  .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Caregiver/s:  ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address:  .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone contacts:  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email:  .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Emergency contact name: ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Emergency contact phone:  .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Any other information we should know: (e.g. custody arrangements, copies of reports to go elsewhere etc)

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................................As at (DATE): ...................................................................

UPDATED CONTACT DETAILS



theparentingplace.com

Resilient, confident children deflect trouble, 

resist pressure, handle stress and recover 

from set-backs and trauma. All children can 

be helped to tackle life and grow up to have 

a ‘can-do’ attitude!

Tickets are available on eventbrite.co.nz

 Tuesday 1 August 2017

  Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 

  40 Hill Street, Thorndon, Wellington

  6.30pm Doors open

      7.00pm - 8.30pm  Jenny’s presentation

  $25

RAISING HAPPY, CONFIDENT  
AND RESILIENT CHILDREN 

WITH JENNY HALE

For further information please contact Nicola 

Nation on nicola.nation@trustproperties.co.nz



When we were planting trees it was fun and muddy. It was 
disgusting and we all found lots of worms. We were a team. We 
were digging lots of holes, and we saw lots of poo and we saw 
some cows too. We were digging the holes with the shovels. We 
had gloves. There was soil inside the pot under the plant.

When we finished tree planting we had lunch. We had milk, Milo, 
mustard, sausages, tomato sauce, bread, loaf, onions, cookies, 
juice, water, sugar, apples, bananas, chocolate, tea, coffee, 
oranges. I had 4 sausages in a row. I felt full, great, amazing, 
wonderful, fabulous, and it was very delicious. I was very hungry 
that first time. And it was very yummy.

When we were around the stream it was so pretty because there 
were blossom trees and flower bushes. There were cute-as eels. 
They were super duper slimy like a slug. We fed the eels bread 
and sausages. It was fun feeding the eels. It was the best day 
ever.

Battle Hill was a great day out. It was nice to plant trees that will 
be there when we are older. The food was great and the eels 
enjoyed it too. 

By Nofo

When we went to tree planting at Battle Hill, we got told how to 
plant trees. First you remove the plant from the pot then you give 
it a little squeeze. Then you put the tree in the hole then put the 
squishy mud in so it grows. Sometimes we got smelly cow poo in 
the mud but that was fine. There were heaps of worms as well. 
We had to make sure the sun was shining on the trees. We used 
shovels and gloves so we didn’t get our hands dirty.

After tree planting we had some food. Before we had food we 
washed our hands so we don’t get sick. We had sausages and 
they tasted yum like a dessert. After sausages we had Milo. I saw 
the people making the Milos. First I saw 2 teaspoons of Milo and 
a quarter of white milk. The rest was hot water and I added some 
sugar. It tasted great.

After the food we went to see eels. When I went to go see the 
eels I thought they were cute. I fed one some sausages and there 
were over 50 eels. I touched one. It was as slimy as a slug. It had 
sharp teeth and it was as black as night and its eyes are as blue 
as the sky.

Battle hill was great a day out. It was nice to plant trees that 
will be there when we’re older. The food was great and the eels 
enjoyed it too.

By Shiloh

Do you want to know where I went? Well let me explain what I 
did. I stomped through muddy, gooey, puddles to get to the top of 
Battle Hill. When I arrived at the top I planted such a wonderful 
tree that it seemed like it had been polished by a cleaner. If you 
don`t think that was amazing I also fed the slippery slimy eels. 
Read on to hear more.

Tree Planting
I went to battle Hill and I did a lot of fun activities including tree 
planting. Because I was tree planting I got really muddy and did 
a lot of digging and watering. As we were planting trees we got 
bitten by a lot of mosquitoes but that didn’t stop us from having 

fun. Some people did not wear gumboots so their shoes got really 
very dirty. It took a long time to plant the trees for there was a lot 
of cow poo. There was a lot of wildlife including possums, owls 
and other types of birds. That was a fun adventure.

Food
The food was great because there were sausages with onions, 
bread with butter and there was even hot chocolate with biscuits. 
The glorious sight of the food made you hungry for more even 
though you were full. The food was as good as sliced bread. 
From there I had a muffin and went on.

Eels
My best spot of the day was the eels. We had the chance to 
pat the slippery, slimy, fish like creatures I tried to embrace the 
moment as much as I could for this was a very rare experience. 
I tried to feed them some of the burger rings but they didn’t eat 
any.

To conclude, I personally think that it was an amazing experience 
with all the fun activities and people. I only wish that you could 
have the chance to go to Battle Hill and have as much fun as I 
did. So that is my awesome adventure at Battle Hill.  

By Joshua Noble

The bus was waiting. Where were we off to? Battle Hill for tree 
planting to celebrate Arbor Day. We planted trees, had food and 
fed the eels. It was a fun day.

We planted trees at Battle Hill and we needed to dig holes to put 
the trees in. We needed a shovel to dig the holes. We needed to 
pull the roots off. We needed people to come with us. We needed 
water to make the plants grow. We needed soap to not get our 
hands dirty.

We had sausages in white bread with tomato sauce and yellow 
mustard. I had 4 sausages. People had juice. When we didn’t 
have any more hot water we had cold Milo. The Milo was yummy.

The eels are slimy and they had little sharp teeth. There was a 
big giant eel. We got to feed them. They came up to the small 
rocks. We had to feed them sausages and white bread. It was a 
great day.

Cordell

Tree planting is amazing. Trees are amazing because you can 
plant apple trees and you can grow feijoa trees. Do you like tree 
planting?

After we planted trees I had a sausage. I had two sausages and 
I had a Milo. It was yummy and boiling hot. I wish I could have 
more Milos. That was my favorite lunch.

The eels were fat like a ball. I felt the tail it was slimy. There were 
8 eels. They were grey and white.

Battle Hill was a great day out. It was nice to plant trees that will 
be there when we are older. The food was great and I enjoyed 
the eels too.

By Jaylen.

Arbor Day at Battle Hill—the children’s stories


