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Kaye

Kaye’s Korero
Kia ora whanau.
Bit of a chilly weekend but fantastic to see our children out playing sport. We had wins in hockey and netball and it is great 
to see the excellent attitudes and improvements since the season began.
The quiz night is fast approaching. Try and get a team together or just turn up on the night and join a team. It is a fun quiz 
so don’t feel nervous about the fact that it is a quiz. The funds raised from the quiz will contribute to education outside the 
classroom—both trips and camp. Come along and enjoy a night out close to home.
Nga mihi nui

School photos
School photos will be taken on 14 June. Pre-payment envelopes will 
be sent out today for every child.  Please complete and return your 
order and payment to PhotoLife  BEFORE Photo Day. N.B Payment is 
to PhotoLife NOT the school. If you would like sibling photos, please 
request an envelope from the office. See “What’s coming up”

Thank you
Thank you to those who have put us in 
touch with suppliers of pallets etc for our 
building projects. We welcome bits and 
pieces—we call them loose parts (even 
if some might call them junk!)

Fidget spinners
The latest craze has struck Ngāti Toa—
fidget spinners are appearing thick and 
fast at school. If the children are using 
these inappropriately they will be taken 
off them until after school. Please talk 
to your children about respecting other 
people’s property.
It is also important to note that if children choose to bring these to school 
and lose them, we will not be following up on missing fidget spinners.

Working bee – 10:00 a.m Saturday 27 May
We would like to continue our painting of the hall and 
also start preparing the junior corridor for painting. 
We need some people and some portable sanders 
(machines as well as people!) Please come along for 
an hour or two if you can help. Please let me know 
if you are able to attend by RSVP to principal@
ngatitoa.school.nz or completing the tear-off and 
returning to school.

Quiz Night (see flyer attached)

Our quiz night last year was heaps of fun 
and helped us raise funds to contribute 
to the tidying up of our 
hall. This year we are 
having the quiz in the 
hall so would love you to 
get your team together. 
Tickets are available at 
the office—$5:00 per 
team member—up to 
six in a team. BYO, and 
there will be light food 
available to purchase.
Funds raised will go to 
education outside the classroom (some to 
shade and sandpit coverage and some to 
buses for trips/camp costs).
Thanks for your support.

http://www.ngatitoa.school.nz
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School donation
School donations are welcomed at any time during 
the year. They are $25 per child or $40 per family. 
These donations are a great help to us, covering 
extra things like subsidising buses for trips,extra-
curricular activity e.g. Stepping Out. Please send 
these along when you are able, or deposit in the 
school’s account:
01 0546 0124048 00 with your family name in the 
“Reference” field.

Updating contact details
I have noticed when I have gone to contact some of you that your numbers no longer work. I know how 
easy it is to forget to update your contact details when you change phone numbers or address but it is criti-
cally important that we can contact you in the case of accident or emergency.

Please take this opportunity to give us your current contacts (and an extra person out here if you work in 
town) so that we are all up to date. Thanks so much – this is important.
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Kai and Korero
Another date to circle – Thursday 8 June
This term’s Kai and Korero is about how we teach 
children to become writers. You will hear our views on 
learning to become a writer, see the expectations and the 
progression of learning through the levels, see examples 
of writing at each level and have a go at marking a piece 
of writing looking at all the aspects we focus on when we 
assess a piece of writing. Come along and find out more 
about how you can help your children learn to become 
capable writers.

Camp fund-raising dinner
Come and enjoy a three course meal prepared by a group of the 
children who will be going to camp next year. 

When: ...... Thursday 15 June, 6:30

Where: .... School hall

Cost: ....... $25 per ticket

Tickets available at the office.
All proceeds go towards camp 2018

Grocery Raffle for Camp
Tickets available in the office for this wonderful hamper of goodies



NGĀTI TOA NEWS

What’s coming up: (Please note changes of dates)

Saturday 27 May, 10:00 a.m. Working bee at school 

Thursday 1 June, 7:00 p.m: Quiz night in the school hall

Friday 2 June, 10:00: Powhiri for new whanau and visitors

Thursday 8 June, 6:30 p.m: Kai and Korero

* Wednesday 14 June, School photos DATE CHANGE

Thursday 15 June, Camp dinner

26-30 June: Reporting your child’s progress

receipts
Please continue to send your receipts along to 
the office. The proceeds go into our “Education 
Outside the Classroom” (EOTC) fund.
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Sport
Netball

A win against Paremata and even more 
improvement in play from last week. 19-8 

Hockey
Stick Ninjas won their game against Russell 
School 5-0

Kaye’s take (NOT a lecture!) on being a parent
Bringing up children is no easy feat! Both my daughters— 
now 30 and 28—had their moments of poor decision-making 
and my role as their parent was to be there for them—not to 
cover for them or make excuses, but to support them to face 
up to the consequences of their actions.
Our little people are learning how to make good decisions 
and are up against it when the decision-making part of 
their brain takes the longest to mature. We are trying hard 
at school to have our children “own” their behaviour and 
to front up to the consequences of immature and/or poor 
decision-making. 
The school value that takes most of our time and effort is 
‘aroha’ – love and respect. This is not a lecture but my views 
on building respectful people who can make considered 
decisions. Read no further if you know that you have this 
sussed for your children. 
As our children begin to spend more time away from us and 
we are not there to make decisions for them, our hope is that 
they will make decisions that keep them and others safe. 
Here’s a bit of theory that we used to teach young teacher 
trainees about the difference between growing up with an 
obedience or a responsibility model of managing behaviour:- 

What is the thinking we want our kids to do when faced 
with a decision like: Shall I get in this car with these 
people? 
ShalI I take that skateboard that doesn’t belong to me?’ 
‘My mates want me to hit that kid we don’t like much?’

We can go the obedience way which is all about reward 
and punishment i.e.in a reward-driven environment, the 
thinking may be along the lines of:
What will be in it for me if I do that?
What will I get if I do that?
Or in the case of growing up in a culture of punishment: 
Who will catch me? 
Who will find out if I do that? 
Can I get away with it?
But if you are trying to have your children taking 
responsibility for their decisions and actions, we want 
them to ask questions like: 
What will happen if I do this? 
What will be the consequence of my behaviour on me 
and for other people?
What is the right thing to do here?

Support and boundaries are critical. We need to give them 
enough rope to try and make decisions for themselves but 
not enough that they hang themselves! Being there to help 
them with this is really important and one of the best things 
we can do in order to help them grow to be decent caring 
people.
But it isn’t easy. If you would like to support and share your 
thoughts with others email me at principal@ngatitoa.school.
nz and we will see if there is enough interest for us to get 
together as a group to talk about parenting.

mailto:principal%40ngatitoa.school.nz?subject=Parenting%20group%20interest
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Chromebooks for Year 3
As you know over the last three years, our teaching approach has shifted to 
a strong integration of digital learning. Our ideal has always been to have 
children owning their own Chromebooks and bringing them to and fro from 
home to school, as they would their stationery, which, in effect, is what the 
Chromebook is; the Chromebook their pen, and the cloud their exercise 
book. For those who have their own Chromebooks, it would be great 
if they came to school each day (fully charged) as home then 
becomes an extension of the child’s learning environment 
as they work seamlessly on the Chromebook in both 
contexts. We have a set of Chromebooks that are used 
through the year 4–6 area and would like to extend this 
to our year 3 class. Some of you have already purchased 
Chromebooks for your children which is great, as this 
eases our stock and enables us to move them further 
down the school. 
For those of you considering purchasing 
a Chromebook for your year 3 child 
(Mrs Moeau’s class), please contact 
Kaye at principal@ngatitoa.school.nz 
who will link you to our provider who can 
tailor make a plan that suits your situation.

Year two parents
If you have a child who will be in 
year three next year, you may like to 
consider getting a Chromebook plan 
underway. Please contact Kaye at 

principal@ngatitoa.school.
nz who will link you to our 
provider who can tailor 
make a plan that suits 
your situation.

Bigair Gymsports
At Bigair Gymsports, kids love gymnastics, trampolining, tumbling, Parkour and cheerleading! Coaching kids 
at Bigair Gym is one of the most rewarding jobs as we get to support kids and see them develop new gym 
skills, like cartwheels and walkovers etc., which kids love. They learn a range of personal skills, including 
increased self-confidence, self-reflection and pride in their achievements as they progress through our 10-level 
badge programme.
It is highly recommended that children start gymnastics at three years due to being excellent preparation 
for starting school; once children are at school, gym replicates the fundamental learning processes which 
supports children’s learning at school, so the benefits and rewards are substantial.
To find out what class would benefit your child the most, please call our Tawa Bigair Gym on 232 3508 or email 
office@bigairgym.co.nz

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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I am/we are keen to join the working bee on Saturday 27 May: 

Name/s:  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Number of people attending:  .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone/s:  .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email:  .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Working Bee Volunteers

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name of child/children:  .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Caregiver/s:  ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address:  .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone contacts:  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email:  .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Emergency contact name: ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Emergency contact phone:  .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Any other information we should know: (e.g. custody arrangements, copies of reports to go elsewhere etc)

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................................As at (DATE): ...................................................................

UPDATED CONTACT DETAILS


