
NGᾹTI TOA SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 13 December 2016

Kaye’s Korero
Kia ora whanau,

Who would have thought we would get to the end of this year 

so quickly—but here we are!

Firstly, a huge thanks to you all for supporting us to teach 

your children. To those of you who ensure your children are 

at school every day, on time, well fed and dressed—thanks! It 

makes such a difference to children’s learning when they arrive 

settled with those basic needs met. If we can support you in 

any way when this gets hard, please let us know!

Thank you also to all those who have helped us more 

specifically in some way—whether it be cutting fruit, coaching 

sport, coming on trips, helping with concert—whatever it is, 

every little bit of support counts.

We wish Matua Vai well as his whanau seek their fortune in 

Saudi Arabia. Thank you for your wonderful contribution to the 

sporting and cultural pursuits through the year. Our children 

have had excellent results in both these areas and that has 

been largely due to your passion and skill in these things. You 

have been supported here by others—Margaret, Mel, Corey—

thanks to you all!

To our three wonderful student teachers—Bronwyn, Corey and 

Seth—you have been like staff members to us and we thank 

you so much for all you have given our children and school. It 

has been a reciprocal experience with us learning lots from 

each other. We wish you so much joy and happiness in your 

new careers.

To Liz Crowe, our reading recovery teacher, thank you for 

stepping in and helping our children to progress and achieve 

better in their reading. All the best for your year ahead.

And to our staff—teachers and support staff—have a well-

earned rest and thank you for your ongoing commitment to this 

fantastic little gem in the bay.

Finally, to our Year 6 students: we wish you every success in 

the next step along your educational pathway. We hope that you 

continue to go on and make good decisions that enable you to 

keep building up your kete of skills and have great choices with 
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your life ahead. Always know you are welcome to come back 

and see us and have a chat when you feel the need or desire.

Merry Christmas and a wonderful new year one and all

Nga mihi nui.

Kaye

A lovely gift to the school

Thank you so much to the Cheer family for their gift to our 

school of a full classroom set of headphones and a fantastic 

giant chess set. The children have already been getting much 

enjoyment from the chess set. We will miss your family’s 

contribution to the school. Nga mihi nui and all the best to 

Daisy.

Graduation for Year 6 students

Please note change of time for the graduation ceremony for 

our Year 6 students. This will be 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday 

14 December in the school hall This makes it less intrusive 

to the working day for whanau that will want to attend. All are 

welcome—please ensure you are seated by 9:25 a.m.

Ki o Rahi

Last week our Year 3/4 and 5/6 teams both won their pools at 

the inter-school competiton. Great stuff kids!
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Christmas Disco – Thursday 15 December

This event is highly anticipated! There will be a Christmas-

themed disco on Thursday 15 December in the school hall. 

Prizes for best Christmas dressers! 

Entry fee: $2:00. Hamburger and drink for $5:00 available from 

5:30pm and the disco will start at 6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m.

If you would like to donate some food or favours for the children 

to purchase on the night, please let Mel know what you would 

like to offer (027 382 0554). Many thanks.

Lost property

We have accumulated a rather large pile of clothing during the 

last term or so. Please come and take a look during the rest 

of the week, as we will be getting rid of this over the holidays.

Thank to you all who have been sending in your dockets. We 

are not sure what our rebate will be yet but will let you know in 

the new year.

The winner of our $50 Pak’nSave voucher is the Tauiliili-

Pelesasa family with 48 dockets.

Other notable contributors were:

Trina Kapene—46

Lalotoa-Peniata whanau—35

Kheanu and Tura —26

Paea whanau—25

Rosa and Sharon Hilling—21

Zakahraiah Hartley-Coombe—19

School donation

School donations are welcomed at any time during the year. They 

are $25 per child or $40 per family. These donations are a great 

help to us, covering extra things like subsidising buses for trips, 

extra-curricular activity e.g. Stepping Out. Please send these 

along when you are able, or deposit in the school’s account: 

01 0546 0124048 00 with your family name in the “Reference” 

field.

Eftpos

Unfortunately we can’t use the Eftpos machine for Subway 

lunches. We do not handle the money for these orders—it goes 

directly to Subway to manage.

Swimming in 2017

We have once again been offered eight free water safety 

lessons for all our children from qualified swimming instructors 

from Dash Swim School and Porirua City Council. This is of 

huge benefit to the children as they build skills and confidence 

in the water. Can you please support this by ensuring your 

children have their togs and towel every day for the first three 

weeks of school next year.  This is part of the New Zealand 

Curriculum and important for children to participate. What a 

great Christmas present—new togs and a racy towel!! Thanks 

to Dash and PCC for this opportunity.

Also a reminder to ensure your children have a sunhat next 

term please.

Christmas Raffle—This will be drawn in the school 
hall this Friday (16th December) at 12:45.

200 tickets @ $20.00 each 

20 prizes in total 

Prizes as follows:

• 1st prize: $500.00 Pak N Save Voucher 

• 2nd prize: $250.00 Pak N Save Voucher 

• 3rd prize: $150.00 Pak N Save Voucher 

• 4th prize: $150.00 Petrol Voucher 

• 5th prize: $100.00 Petrol Voucher 

• 6th–10th prize: $50.00 Pak N Save vouchers 

• 11th–15th prize: $50.00 Petrol Vouchers 

• 16th–20th Prize: Lotto Triple Dip ticket for that weekend. 

Only a couple of tickets left...If you are interested in buying a 

ticket, please contact Trina on our school Facebook page, or at 

school, or by phoning or texting on 027 694 4723.

What’s coming up
Tuesday 13 December: Graduation dinner for year 6 
students and whanau at Takapuwahia Marae (6:00 pm seated 
for 6:30 pm meal)

Wednesday 14 December, 9:30 a.m: Graduation of year 6 
students.

Thursday 15 December, 5:30–7:30 p.m: Christmas disco.

Friday 16 December, 1:00 p.m: End of the school year 
(Assembly at 12:15 p.m.).



Classroom organisation 2017

Each teacher offers a different set of skills, so during your 

children’s time at Ngāti Toa, they will take something unique 

from each and every teacher they have. 

Some of you may not know our teachers very well, so do take 

the time to look at our website http://www.ngatitoa.school.nz/

our-people/

Here is a little bit about each of our teachers and what drives 

their teaching:

Kathryn Pierre: I work with the new entrants. I'm passionate 

about place- and space-based learning. I love taking the 

children into the bush, to the beach and down to the stream.  

Watching the emotional and social development happen as 

we walk through our community excites me. I'm also very 

passionate about foundation skills in literacy. I enjoy teaching 

children the early skills needed to get them going with their 

reading and writing.

Nicole Avatea: I strive to create an inquiry-driven programme 

that supports individual learning goals and incorporates 

the purposeful use of technology. I am continually seeking 

opportunities to build my professional knowledge and skills, in 

areas such as coding, animation and makerspacers. Teaching 

can be hard work but I love what I do. I have a passion for 

teaching which drives me to work hard. The challenge excites 

me and forces me to think, learn and grow.

Judy Cross: I remember a number of teachers and my parents 

telling me that 'I could do and become whatever I wanted to 

become'. So my passion for children at Ngāti Toa school is to 

inspire them to know that they can achieve in whatever field 

they choose. By encouraging the children to be accepting of 

themselves and others, to be respectful, responsible, reliable, 

resilient, hard-working and honest, I believe the children at Ngāti 

Toa will succeed in life as they learn these values and learn to 

make good choices. Having fun and enjoyment along the way 

with practical hands-on experiences is also an important aspect 

to my teaching.

Erena Latu: I strive to help students develop a love of learning 

and love seeing their curiosity ignited as we delve into a new 

topic. I have been lucky enough to work in a collaborative digital 

environment because I am passionate about using technology 

as a way to further engage students in their learning. Technology 

has enabled them to access information that they normally 

wouldn't be able to, as well as help them to connect to a wider 

world. 

Margaret Lavulavu: I have a passion for helping children 

succeed, and empowering them to develop self-esteem and 

self worth. I love working with groups and individuals to see 

them growing in their skills. 

Cheryl Moeau: I have passion for the performing arts—singing, 

performance and dance, as I believe children build confidence 

through performance. My other passion is reading and I want 

children to gain the same enjoyment form reading that I do. 

Teaching is a balance between child, family and home for 

teachers and children. When you bring a variety of experiences 

to your learning you can grow and expand your horizons.

Maree Dargan: I love to see children learning to read and write 

and the world that these skills open up to them. I Love to see 

children enjoying their learning and achieving. I believe in having 

a positive and fun-filled classroom where learning can flourish.

We have seven classes in 2017 with Kotiri being a larger class 

with two teachers. The senior end of the school is years 4–6 

and the junior years 1–3.

• Year 1 (reception): Kathryn Pierre (Associate Principal)—

Titiwai 5 (Room 5)

• Year 1: Maree Dargan (Jude Nieland returns in term 2)— 

Titiwai 6 (Room 6)

• Year 2: Margaret Lavulavu—Korekoreko (Room 8)

• Year 3: Cheryl Moeau—Hahana (Room 7)

• Years 4–6: Judy Cross—Turama (Room 10)

• Years 4–6: Nicole Avatea (Associate Principal) and Erena 

Latu—Kotiri (Room 1/2) 

Children will spend the morning with their new teacher in their 

new room on Friday morning. They will also receive stationery 

lists for next year and you will be able to source this over the 

holidays. Our lists will be up on Warehouse Stationery and 

Office Max sites and we will let you know via Facebook when 

they are there.

Mana Music Centre Inc:

Instrument tuition for primary/intermediate children held at 

Maraeroa and Discovery Schools.

Instruments include: recorder, piano/keyboard, flute, violin, 

guitar, ukulele and music appreciation (5/6 year olds).

(Age restrictions do apply to some instruments.)

Lessons are $15 per term. Further enquiries to 022 646 6503.
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