
NGATI TOA SCHOOL Ahi mo te Ao – Fire for the World
Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero

Kia ora whanau

Hard to believe it is nearly the end of the first term. 
Some of you will be coming in to discuss your child’s 
progress in relation to their learning. If it is not time 
for your child’s report this term, do not hesitate to 
contact their teacher if you have any questions or 
concerns around progress.

Teachers have been planning ahead for next term. 
The overview on the next page will give you a sense 
of what concepts and ideas the children will be 
working with in their learning during term two.

I would just like to extend our thanks to Eva 

Mattock and Sandra Scott for their work in putting 
together a successful grant application. Hutt Mana 
Charitable Trust recently gave us $4,200 to be used 
for refurbishing Rooms 1 and 2 to become a more 
open space. This grant helps us considerably to be 
able to the children to move around more freely as 
they work more collaboratively.

I see on the news the old nits are prolific again 
around the country. We have stocks of nit treatment 
so just pop in and see Raewyn and she can give you 
the gear to deal to these little pests!

See you soon.

Kaye

05 April 2016

Night in Rooms 1 & 2 (NOT the Hall!) 
(a.k.a. Kai and Korero)

13 April, 6:30–8:00 p.m. (dessert provided)

Our Kai and Korero evenings are about sharing 
information and ideas—us telling you things and 
you telling us things to help us continue to move our 
school forward together.

At this coming Kai and Korero we are excited to show 
and tell you more about how children are using 
technology to enhance their learning. The children 
want to show you the Google Apps for Education 
environment that the Year 3–6 children are working 
in, and tell you more about their Chromebooks and 
iPads and how they use them; also how you can 
contribute to their learning with technology. This 
will be an interactive, fun evening with some nice 
food. We also want to share with you what we think 
children need to learn to become digital citizens.

(The staff are participating in Learning with Digital 
Technologies professional learning contract this 

year which supports our e-learning vision: “Enabling 
our students to become active learners who will use 
e-learning opportunities creatively to enhance their 
lives and learning.”)

Playgroup—Wednesdays 9:30 a.m.
Join our playgroup for whanau and friends at 9:30 
a.m. on Wednesdays in Room 7. You are welcome to 
bring your toddlers and babies.

Progress reporting for some 
children

Over the next couple of weeks, some of your children 
will come up for their anniversary progress report. Up 
until the end of year three, we report on or around 
children’s birthdays against the national standard for 
their age, or an interim report when they are half 
way there. You will be notified if your child is due for 
their report this term.

www.ngatitoa.school.nz

Our Values: AKO   HAKINAKINA   ITI KAHURANGI   KOTAHITANGA   AROHA 



Rooms 5,6,8 Rooms 1,2,10,11

The outcomes from the New Zealand Curriculum that are linked to this investigation are:

Understand how places in New Zealand are 
significant for individuals and groups.

Understand how time and change affect people’s 
lives.

Understand how people make significant 
contributions to New Zealand’s society.

Understand how time and change affect people’s 
lives.

Understand how people make significant 
contributions to New Zealand’s society.

Understand how people view and use places 
differently.

Understand how early Polynesian and British 
migrations to New Zealand have continuing 
significance for tangata whenua and communities.

The key knowledge and understandings we want children to come away with are:

Explain why their whanau live in this place—
Porirua.

Explain their own and other’s whakapapa including 
connections with Porirua.

Hauora—holistic understanding of wellbeing that 
includes connections/relations with others, with 
place, healthy institutional frameworks, norms 
etc.

Explain and demonstrate what they can do to 
contribute in Porirua e.g. cleaning up beach 
rubbish; fund raising in the skip-a-thon for the 
Healthy Heart Foundation. 

Mihimihi — students acknowledge / make 
connections to their roots to introduce themselves 
(their sense of / place in the whole) and also listen, 
make connections with others

Explain why their whanau live in this place Porirua.

Explain their own and other’s whakapapa including 
connections with Porirua.

Hauora—holistic understanding of wellbeing that 
includes connections/relations with others, with 
place, healthy institutional frameworks, norms 
etc.

Explain and demonstrate what they can do to 
contribute in Porirua. 

Mihimihi — students acknowledge / make 
connections to their roots to introduce themselves 
(their sense of / place in the whole) and also listen, 
make connections with others.

Describe how time has changed and affected 
people’s perspective of the area.

Explain how and why Ngāti Toa came to this area.

Explore the origins of other cultures in Porirua.

Identify one known personality of Porirua with 
details of their life and achievements.

Term two learning focus

The concept for next term that we will be investigating is Hāpori - Community: Porirua—where our home fires 
burn (te ahi ka) - the place  we live and  learn (our turangawaewae/te haukainga)

This topic aligns with the key messages from our vision of Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to 
fuel the future. We want the children to build their appreciation of how we and our community are shaped 
by the past and the ways this affects things we do today, as we look forward to nurture our community for 
the future.

The big question guiding the investigation is:

What keeps our community alive?



Unveiling of mural
Thursday 14 April—12:30 p.m.

The art project on which Room 10 and Rachel 
Benefield have been working has been completed and 
is looking sensational. We are going to have a special 
unveiling ceremony and short play performance on 
Thursday 14 April at 12.30. Pease come along and 
join us. 

No canteen this Friday!

Community garden

We are wanting to start a community garden up by 
the top courts where the pipes are. 

If you can help and/or are interested in being 
involved, let me know principal@ngatitoa.school.nz.

Hot dog lunches this Friday

Fundraising lunch this week is hot dogs:

$3.50 for one, $5.00 for two.

Toppings: cheese, mustard, tomato sauce.

Please complete order form below.

Anzac Day—25 April

The Titahi Bay RSA warmly invites you to attend the 
Anzac Dawn Parade and service (6:20 a.m.) and/or 
the commemoration service (10:30 a.m.) at 74 Main 
Rd, Titahi Bay.

Library programme in holidays—
Robot Rumpus

See attached flyer...

Peer mediators’ report

At our catch-up meeting this morning, the peer 
mediators identified a number of minor issues that 
we are working on in the playground; for example, 
children not always using words when dealing with 
squabbles, and not respecting someone’s wishes to 
go away and leave them alone.

It would be great if you could reinforce the message 
to respect other children’s requests—especially 
when they have been asked nicely to stop doing 
something.

Board of Trustees election

The Board of Trustees is made up of parent 
representatives, the principal and a staff 
representative. The board meets around once a 
month to discuss matters relating to the governance 
of the school. The Board of Trustees election is 
coming up. If you think you would like to become 
a member of the board, please have a chat to 
one of our existing trustees (link to website). I can 
put you in touch with them if you email me at: 
principal@ngatitota.school.nz.

Our Values: ACHIEVEMENT   FUN/FITNESS   INCLUSION   RESPECT   ENGAGEMENT

Four children attended a 
workshop on Monday run by the 
Porirua City Council as part of 
the council’s strategy to involve 
young people in decision-
making for Porirua City. They 
learnt about the submission 
process and will be working on 
making their own submission 
around a current city issue.

From left to right: Jayde Burns, 
Ella Attree, Coen Katene, and 
Dominic Scott.

mailto:principal%40ngatitoa.school.nz?subject=Community%20garden
mailto:principal%40ngatitota.school.nz?subject=Board%20of%20Trustees%20election


Hotdog order

Children’s name/s ......................................................................................................................................................Room No. ................................

Please indicate whether you would like cheese, sauce or mustard with the hotdogs.

1 hotdog $3.00 cheese sauce mustard

2 hotdogs $5.00 cheese sauce mustard

  cheese sauce mustard

Free dance workshop

Your friendly dance instructors, 
Dean and Ezra, of Dances For 
School (formerly Stepping Out), are 
excited to share with your students 
a free dance workshop.

The free workshop is being run on 
Saturday 9th April from 11 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at the Whitireia Performance 
Centre, 25–27 Vivian Street, Te Aro, 
and is for children aged 9–13 years.

You can register your interest on their website: 
www.dancesforschool.com/studio-classes

The dance workshop will focus on the foundations of 
different Hip Hop genres and be highly engaging for 
everyone involved.

Helping children learn to spell

Last week we popped the essential word lists into 
the newsletter. Here are some ideas to help you with 
that:

http://teachmama.com/fun-ways-to-learn-spelling-
words/

http://www.ldonline.org/article/6192/

http://www.momto2poshlildivas.com/2012/10/75-
fun-ways-to-practice-and-learn.html

What’s coming up:

Thursday 7 April, 9:00 a.m–2:00 p.m: Olé Soccer 
tournament

Wednesday 13 April, 6:30 p.m: Night in Rooms 1 & 
2 (Kai and Korero) evening for parents/caregivers

Thursday 14 April, 12:30 p.m: Mural unveiling 
ceremony

Friday 15 April: Term one ends

Monday 2 May, 8.55 a.m: Term two commences

http://www.dancesforschool.com/studio-classes
http://teachmama.com/fun-ways-to-learn-spelling-words/ 
http://www.ldonline.org/article/6192/
http://www.momto2poshlildivas.com/2012/10/75-fun-ways-to-practice-and-learn.html
http://www.momto2poshlildivas.com/2012/10/75-fun-ways-to-practice-and-learn.html


 

What’s On? When and Where  

Tues April 19th 

10.30am    
Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

Wed April 20th 

1.30pm    

Cannons Creek Library Read like a Robot 
- Stories and Craft 

Thurs April 21st 

10.30am  
Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

1.30pm    Cannons Creek Library Read like a Robot 
- Stories and Craft 

Fri April 22nd 

10.30am 
Whitby Library Robot-themed Toddler 

Time 

Tues April 26th 

10.30am 
Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

Wed April 27th 

1.30pm  

Cannons Creek Library Read like a Robot 
- Stories and Craft 

Thurs April 28th 

10.30am 
Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

1.30pm  Cannons Creek Library Read like a Robot 
- Stories and Craft 

Fri April 29th 

10.30am 
Whitby Library Toddler Time 

Robot alphabet from:  
http://www.giantfreakinrobot.com    

Illustration from “Franky”,  by Leo Timmers  
(Gecko Press, 2015) 

Have fun with the Search and Find the Rainbow Fish 
activity; colour in your own fish to take home; pick up a 
fishy word-find to do along with some cool colouring in 
pictures. 
 

Toddler times on Fridays (times shown above). 




