
NGATI TOA SCHOOL Ahi mo te Ao – Fire for the World
Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero

Kia ora whanau

Wow—here we are at the end of term one, and what 
a busy term it has been.

We are really proud of how well the children are 
responding to our new values; ask them about AHI 
KA (Home Fires) and see what they can tell you 
about what those letters stand for. Perhaps have a 
conversation with them about what the values of Ako 
(achievement/learning), Hakinakina (fun/fitness), 
Iti kahurangi (significant/important), Kotahitangi 
(inclusion), Aroha (love/respect) would look like at 
home too.

We have a wonderful week ahead celebrating the 
unveiling of one of the art projects kindly funded 
by the Porirua City Council. The mural that Room 
10 and Rachel Benefield have been working on is 
complete and will be unveiled on Thursday at 12.30. 
Do come and join us for this. The children will also be 
performing the anti-tagging play they have written 
with Rachel.

Congratulations to our soccer teams who did very 
well at the Olé Soccer Tournament last week. One 
team won their pool and the other team came third. 

We are really thrilled at the children’s representation 
and results in sport over the last year—we have been 
doing very well indeed!

I met a lovely woman from The Parenting Place last 
week at the HuttMana Community Grant evening. 
I had not heard of this organisation and have since 
found out all the fantastic things they offer—courses 
and tips on parenting to name a but a few. We have a 
range of their brochures available in the office. Come 
in a have a look and check out their website http://
www.theparentingplace.com/

Please come and join us for two big events this 
week—firstly, or Night in Rooms 1 and 2 (Kai and 
Korero) on Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. The 
children are really keen to show and tell you about 
the exciting ways they are learning. We are making 
you some yummy pudding too. 

Secondly, as I mentioned, on Thursday, the unveiling 
of the lovely mural that the pupils from Room 10 
have been working on with Rachel Benefield.

Have a wonderful break from routine with your 
children; we finish this Friday at 3:00 p.m.

See you on Wednesday and Thursday!

Kaye

12 April 2016

School donations

School donations are due and are welcomed at any 
time during the year. They are $25 per child or $40 
per family. These donations are a great help to us, 
covering extra things like subsidising buses for trips, 
extra-curricular activity e.g. Stepping Out. Please 
send these along if you are able.

Board of Trustees election
The Board of Trustees is made up of parent 
representatives, the principal and a staff 
representative. The board meets around once a 
month to discuss matters relating to the governance 
of the school. The Board of Trustees election is 
coming up. If you think you would like to become a 
member of the board, please have a chat to one of 

our existing trustees (http://www.ngatitoa.school.
nz/board-of-trustees/). I can put you in touch with 
them if you email me via principal@ngatitota.school.
nz.

Night in Rooms 1 & 2 (NOT the Hall!) 
(a.k.a. Kai and Korero)

13 April, 6:30–8:00 p.m. (dessert provided)

Our Kai and Korero evenings are about sharing 
information and ideas—us telling you things and 
you telling us things to help us continue to move our 
school forward together.

At this coming Kai and Korero we are excited to 
show and tell you more about how the children are 
learning with the help of technology. The children 
want to show you the Google Apps for Education 

www.ngatitoa.school.nz

Our Values: AKO   HAKINAKINA   ITI KAHURANGI   KOTAHITANGA   AROHA 
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environment and tell you more about their 
Chromebooks and iPads and how they use them; 
also how you can contribute to their learning with 
technology. This will be an interactive, fun evening 
with some nice food. We also want to share with 
you what we think children need to learn to become 
digital citizens.

Playgroup—Wednesdays 9:30 a.m.
Join our playgroup for whanau and friends at 9:30 
a.m. on Wednesdays in Room 7. You are welcome to 
bring your toddlers and babies.

Lost property

We have a HUGE pile of lost property in the corridor 
between the office and staffroom. Please come and 
have a check through before we dispose of it in the 
holidays.

Wool 

Please send along any unwanted wool so we can 
start some knitting.

No canteen this Friday!

Anzac Day—25 April

The Titahi Bay RSA warmly invites you to attend the 
Anzac Dawn Parade and service (6:20 a.m.) and/or 
the commemoration service (10:30 a.m.) at 74 Main 
Rd, Titahi Bay.

Community garden

We are wanting to start a community garden up by 
the top courts where the pipes are. 

If you can help and/or are interested in being 
involved, let me know principal@ngatitoa.school.nz

School photos

These will take place on Wednesday 11 May at 
school. Children will be bringing home an envelope 
for orders this week and they can return them either 
this week or first week back next term.

Unveiling of mural
Thursday 14 April—12:30 p.m.

The art project on which Room 10 and Rachel 
Benefield have been working has been completed and 

is looking sensational. We are going to have a special 
unveiling ceremony and short play performance on 
Thursday 14 April at 12.30. Pease come along and 
join us. 

“Bullying”

From time to time we have parents come in to 
complain about, “bullying” and frequently we hear 
children say, they are being “bullied”. When we 
investigate their claims further (as we always do), 
we most often find there has been a “spat” or a one-
off incident. Our definition of bullying is “unwanted, 
ongoing targeted behaviour”, and we do not often 
see this happening. If your child comes home and 
complains of being bullied, please clarify with them 
what they mean. Ask questions like: “What does this 
bullying look like?”, “What is Xxx actually doing to 
you?”, “How often is this happening?”, “Do other 
people see it happening?”. These can be very helpful 
to get to the root of the issue and determine whether 
intervention is needed, or you can arm the child with 
some strategies to manage the situation themselves.

We would really like children to understand the 
difference between normal social interactions that 
help them learn to manage themselves and others, 
and true bullying. We would love your support in 
this to help your children use the right language to 
describe what is happening for them in the playground 
and classroom. We will not minimise their issues and 
will definitely help sort them wherever we can.

Library programme in holidays—
Robot Rumpus

See attached flyer...

Our Values: ACHIEVEMENT   FUN/FITNESS   INCLUSION   RESPECT   ENGAGEMENT

Tip from the Parenting Place
Children with self control...
• learn to be a team member and to defer their own needs and 

postpone their agenda when appropriate
• are able to handle their emotions and express them 

constructively and effectively
• are able to wait, assured that their turn will come
• understand that their actions have an impact on others
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Jared, Room 10.
Camp! It was really, really fun. I wish we got 
to stay longer! I liked camp because we got 
to do go-karting that I really wanted to do, 
and team initiatives. At first I thought we 
were just going to put on the helmet and all 
go but there were only two go-karts. There 
was a huge blue one and a huge red one. 
First we had to put on kitchen nets that you 
put on when you do fish and chips. We put 
them on then we got to put helmets on. Matiu 
and Tukaha went first. Matiu went gassing 
off and Tukaha travelled slow – I think 
an old grandma could 
walk faster! Suddenly 
Tukaha gassed it and 
then he raced too fast 
and crashed! AJ, our 
instructor, pulled him 
out and then he crashed 
again! I was up and I 
was terrified! I gassed 
off and got around two times. There were 
bricks that extended the acceleration. It 
slipped out of place and jammed it. They 
asked me if I could reach without it and I 
could and I rode without it. It was exciting! 
The next day we did team initiatives. We 
had to stand up on a log and we weren’t 
allowed to get off. We had to go from 
tallest to shortest. Wiki was the tallest and 
we had to get her to the front of the log 
and we did. Shiloh was the smallest so we 
had to get her to the end of the log as soon 
as we could. We did and then we had to 
sort out the middle. Then we had to sort 
by mail box numbers but we weren’t allowed 
to talk It was hard and we didn’t finish! 
We then went to a giant rat wheel and had 
to go from one side to the other. Wiki was 
the hardest so we did her first, then Khyler 
last. Our time was 1.13 seconds on our third 
attempt. Then we had a little piece of carpet 
and we had to get across the grass without 
touching the ground. We weren’t allowed to 
let go of the carpet or it would float away! 
We sang a song to get our floating carpet 
back. It was fun at camp.

Stories from Camp

Khade, Room 10.

When we first arrived at El Rancho we were all super-
hyped for all the events ahead of us. I was so excited to 
know our cabin groups! As soon as they said our cabin, I 
was like ‘yeah!’ When we started our activities I was like 
‘Oh’, but once we started doing it a few minutes later, I was 
like, ‘yeah, this is actually fun!’ Then we had dinner. I was 
so happy —my mouth was watering and it tasted like food 

from heaven! Then I was ready 
for bed so I had a quick shower 
and when it was time for bed I 
said, ‘goodnight boys’. 

The next day I was woken up 
by Matua Vai to get ready for 
fitness and a great day ahead 
of us. We went for quite a long 
run (I think it was 4 km), and 
we also went to the park for a 
whole lot more fitness. After 
fitness we had a nice yummy 
breakfast. There were not so 

many choices—I chose rice bubbles mmmm—yummy! 
I then got ready for the day wearing some mean shorts, 
some skux shoes and a big long t-shirt. When I saw our 
activities for the day I was going to run around the whole 
camp I was so happy and guess what—it was kayaking 
and rock climbing. Our group rushed over to the staff and 
we put on our life jackets as they told us the instructions. 
We got into our kayak and moved the oars like it was a 
bench press.  I really enjoyed the kayaking until I fell off 
the deadly kayak. The ground was squishy like quicksand, 
the water was cold like ice and my skin had millions or 
even billions of goosebumps. We had a lot of fun and it took 
us two hours to dry off so we were running like a pack of 
wolves trying to get a rabbit! I loved camp—it was like 
heaven to me. I hope I can go there in the future.

What’s coming up:

Wednesday 13 April, 6:30 p.m: Night in Rooms 1 & 2 (Kai and Korero) evening for parents/caregivers

Thursday 14 April, 12:30 p.m: Mural unveiling ceremony

Friday 15 April: Term one ends

Monday 2 May, 8.55 a.m: Term two commences



 

What’s On? When and Where  

Tues April 19th 

10.30am    
Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

Wed April 20th 

1.30pm    

Cannons Creek Library Read like a Robot 
- Stories and Craft 

Thurs April 21st 

10.30am  
Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

1.30pm    Cannons Creek Library Read like a Robot 
- Stories and Craft 

Fri April 22nd 

10.30am 
Whitby Library Robot-themed Toddler 

Time 

Tues April 26th 

10.30am 
Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

Wed April 27th 

1.30pm  

Cannons Creek Library Read like a Robot 
- Stories and Craft 

Thurs April 28th 

10.30am 
Porirua Library Robotic Stories and Craft 

1.30pm  Cannons Creek Library Read like a Robot 
- Stories and Craft 

Fri April 29th 

10.30am 
Whitby Library Toddler Time 

Robot alphabet from:  
http://www.giantfreakinrobot.com    

Illustration from “Franky”,  by Leo Timmers  
(Gecko Press, 2015) 

Have fun with the Search and Find the Rainbow Fish 
activity; colour in your own fish to take home; pick up a 
fishy word-find to do along with some cool colouring in 
pictures. 
 

Toddler times on Fridays (times shown above). 




