
Kaye’s korero
We have had a very smooth start to the school 
year and the children have all come back happy 
and eager to get into their learning. We are 
spending the first half of the term looking hard 
at our what it means to be a good learner, and 
the responsibilities we have as learners and active 
participants in the learning process. Our message 
is that we are here, like you are, to help and 
support them in their learning, but the children 
have a role to play in terms of participation and 
contribution.

We are also spending time sharing the key 
messages that underpin our school vision and 
values.

The vision is Kindled by heritage and sparked by 
learning to fuel the future. To us, this stresses 
the importance of building on the past to create 
the future. Connectedness to the past is a focus 
for us over this first term and children can also 
relate this to where they have come from in their 
learning and where they are needing to go next. 
One of the art projects that will occur this term 
(Tag-Free Kiwi) will seek to refresh the concrete 
wall paintings along the back wall which are also 
reminders of the stories of Porirua and Ngāti Toa.

We recently developed a new set of school values 
that incorporate the feedback we sought from 
you. Our values are:
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Year 3/4/5 combination
One or two parents have asked me, (and you 
may have given it a fleeting thought) about the 
rationale for combining Years 3/4/5. There are not 
many places and times in this world where you are 
grouped with people all the same age. We work in 
mixed groupings and learn from each other. This is 
one reason we are comfortable about the grouping 
we have chosen. In mid-sized schools such as ours, 
there is also the numbers game that factors into the 
decisions we make about class groupings. We have 
to make decisions that will keep the dynamic

AHI KA (Home fires)

Ako (Achievement)

Hakinakina (Fitness and fun)

Iti kahurangi (Something of great importance – 
engagement, education)

Kotahitanga (Inclusion)

Aroha (Love and respect)

We have an English version of the values that spells 
out AFIRE (Achievement/Fitness and Fun/Inclusion/
Respect/Engagement) and our goal is for all our 
whanau—kids and adults alike—to be able to tell 
us what they are and what they mean. The big 
challenge then is for us to live by them!

I read with interest of a five year old who left the 
school grounds of an Auckland primary school at 
the end of the day last week and ended up on a bus 
with a stranger (a kind one, luckily)! I can assure you 
that our processes will ensure this does not happen 
here; we will not let your small children leave us 
without seeing them off. You can help at your end 
by ensuring they know who is picking them up or 
where they are to wait (in the school grounds) for 
someone to collect them. The same goes for your 
older children—knowing the arrangement in the 
morning is best, especially if there is any change to 
the normal routine.

Cheers everyone.

Kaye

of the school balanced looking at cohort or year level 
group sizes. This year it was a case of keeping all the 
year 3 children as one group or splitting and having 
some located in more junior combinations or all in 
the upper end of the school. We opted for keeping 
the group as one so the more senior students can 
act as role models for the younger children and we 
can operate an element of tukana/teina. Do come 
in and see how the combination is working. We 
will be monitoring it closely and consider adjusting 
anywhere if we see the need.



Night on the Green and in the 
Blue – Thursday 18 February

This is our first fund-raiser of the year and, following 
on from our successful Night on the Green in 
December, it will be another fun event where we can 
come together, eat, play games, have a swim, and 
maybe win something. Money raised from this event 
will contribute to camp costs. This will probably be 
the last chance to raise money for camp in March so 
we want to make it a goody to keep the costs down.  
Please ring that date in your calendar and come 
along and have some fun and meet others.

We have scheduled this evening for Thursday 18 
February starting around 5.30pm. This one will 
be more of a fund-raiser than the end of year one 
so there will be a small charge for sausages and 
bread, and there will be raffles available. You can, of 
course, bring along your own dinner. The pool will be 
available for supervised swims.

Pat and Barb will be providing the entertainment for 
us again; thank you so much for your time, Pat and 
Barb!

Sunsmart!

This week looks like it is going 
to be a scorcher! Whaea 
Jude is our poster girl for 
‘SunSmartness’! We are 
encouraging the children to 
wear their hats, sunscreen 
and sleeves during this hot 
weather. Please help us out by 
sending the hat along. 

Swimming

Please pack togs and towel everyday in the next few 
weeks! 

School Assembly

Friday 12 February 12:20. We will be launching the 
Tag-Free Kiwi project and the peer mediators will 
have some time to present what they are about. Feel 
free to come along and join us.

Chromebooks

If you are interested in purchasing a Chromebook for 
your child to own and use at both school and home, 
please complete the tear-off in the newsletter. There 
is no compulsion to buy one as we have devices 
for the children to use. They just cannot take them 
home!

Fruit in Schools

Fruit starts again this week. We are thrilled to still 
be included in this after our decile changed last year.

Canteeen

Canteen starts again this week – Friday 1:20 p.m.

Popcorn and ice blocks 70c each

What’s coming up:

Friday 12 February, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Thursday 18 February, 5:30 p.m: Night on the Green 
and in the Blue

Friday 26 February, 10:00 a.m: Powhiri for new 
students and their whanau

Friday 4 March, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Tuesday 8–Friday 11 March: Camp for Year 5 and 6 
students

Friday 25 March: Good Friday

Monday 28–Tuesday 29 March: Easter holiday

Friday 1 April, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Wednesday 13 April, 6:30 p.m: Kai and Korero 
evening for parents/caregivers

Friday 15 April: Term one ends

Monday 2 May, 8.55 a.m: Term two commnences
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Whaea Jude with Madison Steffert



www.ngatitoa.school.nz

Family name: ...................................................................................................................................................................

Chidren/s' first name/s ....................................................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................................

Home phone: ...................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile: ............................................................................................................................................................................

Email: ...............................................................................................................................................................................

I would like to discuss purchasing a Chromebook

Either return the cut-off above or click here to email the principal if you would like to discuss purchasing a 
Chromebook.

Kaye and Raewyn in our new (temporary) office in Room 9.

mailto:principal%40ngatitoa.school.nz?subject=Chromebooks


A community night of fun, entertainment and games on the 
grass—and swim fun in the pool—at Ngāti Toa School, and 
a chance for families to get to know your children’s 
teachers and each other.

Thursday 18 February 
from 5:30 p.m

Entertainment by Pat and Barb

Bring a picnic tea—or we will have 
barbecued sausages available for just 
$1.00

All welcome! 

We invite you to join us at 
A Night on the Green (and in the Blue)


