
NGATI TOA SCHOOL Ahi mo te Ao – Fire for the World
Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero
Kia ora te whanau o Ngāti Toa

It is a delight to come back to school and see all 
our children again and to see how much they 
have grown and flourished over the break. It is 
also lovely to see some children return who had 
previously left us—great to have you back with 
us! We are excited about the new year and the 
wonderful opportunities ahead for learning and 
growing together. 

A very warm welcome to our new families. Thank 
you for choosing to come to our school and be part 
of our learning community. In doing so, you have 
allowed us to become part of the partnership that 
walks beside you and your children as guides and 
teachers; we consider it a privilege to be trusted 
with this responsibility, and understand that your 
children rely on, and trust us to do this well!

We also welcome three student teachers who will 
be with us all year on a part-time basis, as they 
complete their Masters of Teaching and Learning 
programme at Victoria University. Seth Hickling 
will be in with Nicole and Erena, Corey Greig with 
Vai, and Bronwyn Pope with Kathryn. It is exciting 
to have these young teachers working alongside 
us.

The newsletter comes out once a week—generally 
on a Tuesday—and you can access it from the 
school website (www.ngatitoa.school.nz), by 
email or in hard copy (black and white) from the 
office. We try to keep you well informed about 
happenings at school through the newsletter, and 
the school Facebook page also carries relevant 
and timely messages. Please make sure you keep 
us informed of things like changes in address and 
family circumstances—not only because these 
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School office—open: 8:45 a.m.–2:15 p.m.
Please note, the office is now located in Room 9. For new families, this is the 
first classroom in the block opposite the hall. We are not sure how long this 
relocation will be necessary but suspect it might be some time while the Ministry 
of Education determines the next steps in rectifying a weather-tightness issue 
with the administration block.

can impact on your child’s learning and behaviour, but 
also to enable us to contact you at any time should 
we need to.

Our learning focus for the first half of this term is 
“Healthy Body, Healthy Mind.” This is all about building 
a learning-focused environment and understanding 
what is needed to be a successful learner. The idea 
of a healthy learning place is included here too so the 
“Tag-Free Kiwi” project aligns beautifully.

Staffing for this year is as follows:

Years 5/6: Vairaro Mahutariki, Room 10

Years 3/4/5: Cheryl Moeau, Room 11

Years 3/4/5: Nicole Avatea/Erena Latu, Rooms 1 and 2

Year 2: Margaret Lavulavu, Room 8

Year 1: Kathryn Pierre, Room 5

Year 1: Judith Nieland, Room 6

Teacher release: Judy Cross and Kiri Weir

Reading Recovery: Kate O’Donnell

Nicole and Erena are team-teaching together this year 
in the Room 1 and 2 teaching areas. Our aim is to have 
these two spaces adjoining this year so the children 
can move freely through the flexible space that will be 
created. Once the year is underway, Nicole and Erena 
invite you to come in and see how the block operates 
and talk to the children about how it is working for 
them.

Please feel welcome to pop in and say hello to me at 
some stage—it’s always nice to make contact at the 
beginning of the year. I will also endeavour to be out 
and about meeting all of you too.

Have a great first week back.

Kaye
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Stationery
Packs for Rooms 5 and 
6 are available from the 
office. For the other 
classes, many of you 
are taking advantage of the online purchasing of 
stationery via the Warehouse Stationery and Office 
Max links. Hard copy lists are available from the 
office if you would prefer to shop around. It would be 
very helpful if children had their stationery as soon 
as possible. If you have any issues with this, please 
let us know.

Swimming and water safety
We are lucky enough to 
still have our own school 
swimming pool, so please 
help your children remember 
to bring their swimming gear 
every day. They may not 
swim every day but there is 
always the chance!

The Porirua City Council and Water Safety NZ have 
generously offered a series of eight water safety 
lessons per class which will begin next Tuesday 9 
February. Classes will be scheduled in half hour slots 
throughout the morning. 

Tag-Free Kiwi
Thanks to another wonderful Porirua City Council 
initiative, we have been able to engage in two art 
projects to encourage respect and care for our 
school and to discourage tagging. The Tag-Free Kiwi 
progamme will involve two artists, Rachel Benefield 
and Emily from Studio Faber. These artists will work 
with the children to beautify areas of the school. 
Rachel is going to focus on the walls behind the 
swimming pool on the way to the steps and bridge 
on the walkway; Emily’s project will see the children 
refreshing the mural panels along the concrete wall 
that steps up to the courts. We have decided not to 
redo them completely because many people in the 
community have associations with this art work so 
we will build on what currently exists.

Camp
Year 5 and 6 children will be going to camp at El 
Rancho in Waikanae from 8–11 March. Separate 
notices have been sent to the families concerned 
and a meeting will be held in March.

Night on the Green and in the 
Blue 
On the heels of a very successful and fun Night on 
the Green in December, we would love you to come 
along and meet us all and have another round of 
fun while the warm weather continues. We have 
scheduled this evening for Thursday 18 February 
starting around 5.30pm. This one will be more of 
a fund-raiser than the end of year one so there will 
be a small charge for sausages and bread, and there 
will be raffles available. You can, of course, bring 
along your own dinner. The pool will be available for 
supervised swims.

Pat and Barb will be providing the entertainment for 
us again; thank you so much for your time, Pat and 
Barb!

Kai and Korero
Also mark in your diary 13 April (6:30 p.m.) for the 
end-of-term Kai and Korero evening. These evenings 
are intended for us to be able tell you things, and 
you to be able to tell us things. We have information 
we want to share with you about how the school 
is moving and our rationale for doing things the 
way we do, and we are keen for your feedback and 
perspectives.

Updating contact details
Please provide your current contact details so we 
can update our records. Can you please also indicate 
here how you would like to receive the newsletter 
i.e. by email, hard copy (black and white) or accessed 
personally via the school website.
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What’s coming up:

Friday 12 February, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Thursday 18 February, 5:30 p.m: Night on the Green and in the Blue

Friday 26 February, 10:00 a.m: Powhiri for new students and their whanau

Friday 4 March, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Tuesday 8–Friday 11 March: Camp for Year 5 and 6 students

Friday 25 March: Good Friday

Monday 28–Tuesday 29 March: Easter holiday

Friday 1 April, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Wednesday 13 April, 6:30 p.m: Kai and Korero evening for parents/caregivers

Friday 15 April: Term one ends

Monday 2 May, 8.55 a.m: Term two commnences

Family name: ...................................................................................................................................................................

Chidren/s' first name/s ....................................................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................................

Home phone: ...................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile: ............................................................................................................................................................................

Work phone: ....................................................................................................................................................................

Email: ...............................................................................................................................................................................

 Signed: .........................................................................................................................................

Newsletter preference: Paper Email

CONTACT DETAILS



A community night of fun, entertainment and games on the 
grass—and swim fun in the pool—at Ngāti Toa School, and 
a chance for families to get to know your children’s 
teachers and each other.

Thursday 18 February 
from 5:30 p.m

Entertainment by Pat and Barb

Bring a picnic tea—or we will have 
barbecued sausages available for just 
$1.00

All welcome! 

We invite you to join us at 
A Night on the Green (and in the Blue)


