
NGATI TOA SCHOOL Ahi mo te Ao – Fire for the World
Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero
Kia ora tatou.

It looks like we will be on this Thursday for the Night 
on the Green (and in the Blue!). We think we made 
the right call last week—although the sun came out, 
last Thursday was very windy, so it wouldn’t have 
been pleasant—but we are looking forward to seeing 
you all this week to touch base at the beginning of 
the year.

It is great to see what we already know has been 
reinforced in two new reports that show New 
Zealand teachers rank among the best in the world. 
Both reports are new analysis of results from the 
2013 OECD Teaching and Learning International 
Study (TALIS), which looked at teachers in 35 

countries. And last week, an OECD analysis ranked 
New Zealand teachers fourth highest in the world for 
professionalism. It also found that, unlike many other 
countries, we have no drop in teacher professionalism 
at socio-economically disadvantaged schools. This 
shows that New Zealand students have access to 
great teachers, no matter what their background. 
You can read more on the OECD website. Our team 
at Ngāti Toa School is no exception to this!

Classes have been working on our new school values 
and Mrs Lavulavu’s year-2 class came up with the 
charts pictured below around what they think each 
value means.

Cheers everyone

Kaye
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Home Fires
Our values can be likened to 
the “home fires”. Keep them 
afire and we stay warm and 
welcome.

http://www.oecd.org/edu/supporting-teacher-professionalism-9789264248601-en.htm


Night on the Green and in the 
Blue—Thursday 25 February 
at 5:30 p.m.
I hope you have this Thursday circled on your 
calendars to come along to school and have some fun 
and meet the teachers. This is our first fund-raiser of 
the year and will be another fun event where we can 
come together, eat, play games, have a swim, and 
maybe win something. Money raised from this event 
will contribute to camp costs. This will probably be 
the last chance to raise money for camp in March, so 
we want to make it a goody to keep the costs down. 
There will be food available to purchase: sausages 
in bread, nachos, burgers, ice-blocks. Feel free to 
bring your own food along. Pat and Barb will be 
entertaining us again with their music. 

Mums and babies swim
Wednesday 11:00 a.m.—Come along and enjoy a 
swim with your baby or toddlers. (They will need to 
have swimmers’ nappies on please!)

Sunday swim
Last week we had a few families take advantage of 
the opportunity to use the school pool on Sunday. 
We offer this again this coming Sunday if it is fine 
from 2:00–4:00 p.m. Please, no children alone; 
swimmers need to have a parent supervisor.

Swimming
Please pack togs and towel everyday in the next few 
weeks! 

Sun Smart!
Hats, hats, hats! Please ensure your children have 
their sunhats each day. We have the shade sails up 
and plenty of sunblock, but would like to children to 
be in the hat habit!

Stationery reminder
There are still a few children who do not have their 
stationery. Can you please check that your children 
have all they need to be well-equipped to get into 
their learning. Many thanks!

Office hours
Please note the office hours are:
8:45 a.m.–2:15 p.m.

If you have an urgent matter and the office is 
unattended, please come to the staffroom or Kaye’s 
office.

Camp: 8–11 March at
El Rancho
Separate notices have gone home to camp families. 
Any queries please contact Matua Vai (dp@ngatitoa.
school.nz) or Kaye Brunton (principal@ngatitoa.
school.nz)

There is a meeting for camp parents this Thursday at 
5:30 p.m. in Room 2. You can pop out of the Night on 
the Green fun for a bit of camp information!

Chromebooks
If you are interested in purchasing a Chromebook for 
your child to own and use at both school and home, 
there will be an information meeting on Wednesday 
2 March at 5:30 p.m. in Room 12 (or please feel free 
to complete the attached tear-off, or email Kaye for 
more information) . There is no compulsion to buy 
one as we have devices for the children to use. They 
just cannot take the school ones home!

What’s coming up:
Friday 26 February, 10:00 a.m: Powhiri for new 
students and their whanau

Wednesday 2 March, 5:30 p.m: Chromebook 
information evening (Rooom 12)

Friday 4 March, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Tuesday 8–Friday 11 March: Camp for Year 5 and 6 
students

Friday 25 March: Good Friday

Monday 28–Tuesday 29 March: Easter holiday

Friday 1 April, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Wednesday 13 April, 6:30 p.m: Kai and Korero 
evening for parents/caregivers

Friday 15 April: Term one ends

Monday 2 May, 8.55 a.m: Term two commences
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Family name: ...................................................................................................................................................................

Chidren/s' first name/s ....................................................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................................

Home phone: ...................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile: ............................................................................................................................................................................

Work phone: ....................................................................................................................................................................

Email: ...............................................................................................................................................................................

 Signed: .........................................................................................................................................

Newsletter preference: Paper Email

CONTACT DETAILS

CHROMEBOOK

I would like to discuss the options for purchasing a Chromebook for my child please:

Child’s name: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................

My name: .................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Preferred contact method: ..........................................................................................................................................................................
Or click here to email Kaye

Or click here to email the office
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A community night of fun, entertainment and games on the 
grass—and swim fun in the pool—at Ngāti Toa School, and 
a chance for families to get to know your children’s 
teachers and each other.

Thursday 18 February 
from 5:30 p.m

Entertainment by Pat and Barb

Bring a picnic tea—or we will have 
barbecued sausages available for just 
$1.00

All welcome! 

We invite you to join us at 
A Night on the Green (and in the Blue)

Thursday 25 February
from 5:30 p.m.


