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Kaye’s korero

Kia ora tatou.

This glorious weather has raised the question as to 
how we can make the most of our swimming pool. 
At a time when many other schools have closed 
their pools, we are so lucky to still have ours—and 
it is getting quite a thrashing at the moment as each 
class has their eight free lessons provided by the PCC 
and Water Safety NZ. The children are really enjoying 
these and teachers speak highly of them too.

Some of you have asked me about the possibility 
of using the pool outside of school hours. While I 
would love to be able to say yes, there are a number 
of complicating factors that make it problematic…
Firstly, the new Health and Safety at Work Act places 
major responsibilities and liabilities on the Board of 
Trustees and also, personally upon the the principal. 
Although the new act does not require significant 
changes to existing procedures, in the event of a 
serious injury (or worse), there are massive penalties 
possible; for example, a principal could become 
personally liable for fines of up to $600,000 and/or a 
term of imprisonment. The health and safety of our 
beautiful children (and indeed, all of our people) will 
always be my priority, so neither the Board nor I can 

afford to risk anything that isn’t directly supervised 
in line with our health and safety policies.

Also, the pool water must be tested twice a day and 
this can be spot-checked by the Council, which will 
close the pool if is not up to scratch. Additionally, 
any time the pool is open, it is a requirement that 
we have toilets available, which requires further 
supervision to ensure the classroom or other blocks 
remain safe and secure.

So you can see there is a lot to think about when it 
comes to making the pool available.

However, please come and have a chat with me if 
you have some good ideas or views about how we 
might progress this safely.

In saying all this, I will be at school for two hours this 
Sunday and will open the pool if you would like to 
bring your children down for a swim between 2:00–
4:00 p.m. (weather permitting). Please do NOT send 
any children down on their own; they are still your 
responsibility.

Cheers everyone.

Kaye
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Night on the Green and in the 
Blue—Thursday 18 February 
at 5:30 p.m.
I hope you have this Thursday circled on your 
calendars to come along to school and have some fun 
and meet the teachers. This is our first fund-raiser of 
the year and will be another fun event where we can 
come together, eat, play games, have a swim, and 
maybe win something. Money raised from this event 
will contribute to camp costs. This will probably be 
the last chance to raise money for camp in March, so 
we want to make it a goody to keep the costs down. 
There will be food available to purchase: sausages 

in bread, nachos, burgers, ice-blocks. Feel free to 
bring your own food along. Pat and Barb will be 
entertaining us again with their music. The weather 
forecast is looking a bit dodgy so if we need to we 
will postpone to Thursday 25 February.

Our new school values
Thanks to input from many of you, we have recently 
finalised a new set of school values, which are:

AHI KA (Home fires)

Ako (Achievement)

Hakinakina (Fitness and fun)



Iti kahurangi (Something of great importance—
engagement, education)

Kotahitanga (Inclusion)

Aroha (Love and respect)

We have an English version of the values that spells 
out AFIRE (Achievement, Fitness and Fun, Inclusion, 
Respect, Engagement) and our goal is for all our 
whanau—kids and adults alike—to be able to tell us 
what they are and what they mean. The big challenge 
then is for us to live by them!

Student teachers
We are delighted to have three wonderful student 
teachers from Victoria University join our staff this 
year. They are Seth Hickling (Rooms 1 and 2), Corey 
Greig (Room 10) and Bronwyn Pope (Rooms 5 and 
6). These teachers will be with us every Friday and 
Monday for the year with a six-week block in August/
September. We welcome them wholeheartedly to 
the Ngāti Toa whanau.

TagFree Kiwi projects
We also welcome Rachel Benefield and Emily 
Boonen, our two artists, who join us this week to 
begin the two projects funded by the Porirua City 
Council to help keep our school tag-free. Emily’s 
project will see the murals on the concrete wall 
refreshed and Rachel’s will address the walkway 
behind the swimming pool. We are very lucky indeed 
to have these talented people working with our 
children.

Sun Smart!
Hats, hats, hats! Please ensure your children have 
their sunhats each day. We have the shade sails up 
and plenty of sunblock, but would like to children to 
be in the hat habit!

Swimming
Please pack togs and towel everyday in the next few 
weeks!

Stationery—Thank you
Thanks to those who have purchased their children’s 
stationery and we trust it was not too traumatic or 
difficult for you! Again we apologise for any hiccups 
there; next year will be smoother again!

A big thanks also to David Oughton and the Mana 
Trust for supplying the school with some additional 
stationery items for children.

Food!
Some of you have been around after school when I 
have been wandering around giving out random bags 
of bread! I want to say a huge thank you to Amanda 
Joe from Food is Free (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/foodisfreetitahibay/) who drops the bread 
in for us to distribute. Amanda has given two other 
contacts also if you are in need of a wee top-up:

Citizen’s Advice Bureau
Ph: 237 8846 or 0800 367 222

Vinnie’s
Ph: Vicki 237 5968.

Thanks Amanda!

Office hours
Please note the office hours are:
8:45 a.m.–2:15 p.m.

If you have an urgent matter and the office is 
unattended, please come to the staffroom or Kaye’s 
office.

Fruit
We could do with a couple more people to come and 
cut fruit in the mornings. This is an ideal little job for 
someone who drops their child/ren off and is not 
onerous. Please talk to Raewyn in the office and she 
will pass your details to Trina and Sharon who are 
overseeing the roster.

Camp: 8–11 March at
El Rancho
Separate notices have gone home to camp families. 
Any queries please contact Matua Vai (dp@ngatitoa.
school.nz) or Kaye Brunton (principal@ngatitoa.
school.nz)

Chromebooks
If you are interested in purchasing a Chromebook for 
your child to own and use at both school and home, 
please complete the tear-off in the newsletter. There 
is no compulsion to buy one as we have devices 
for the children to use. They just cannot take them 
home!
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What’s coming up:
Thursday 18 February, 5:30 p.m: Night on the Green and in the Blue (postponement date 25 Feb)

Friday 26 February, 10:00 a.m: Powhiri for new students and their whanau

Friday 4 March, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Tuesday 8–Friday 11 March: Camp for Year 5 and 6 students

Friday 25 March: Good Friday

Monday 28–Tuesday 29 March: Easter holiday

Friday 1 April, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Wednesday 13 April, 6:30 p.m: Kai and Korero evening for parents/caregivers

Friday 15 April: Term one ends

Monday 2 May, 8.55 a.m: Term two commnences

Family name: ...................................................................................................................................................................

Chidren/s' first name/s ....................................................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................................

Home phone: ...................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile: ............................................................................................................................................................................

Work phone: ....................................................................................................................................................................

Email: ...............................................................................................................................................................................

 Signed: .........................................................................................................................................

Newsletter preference: Paper Email

CONTACT DETAILS

CHROMEBOOK

I would like to discuss the options for purchasing a Chromebook for my child please:

Child’s name: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................

My name: .................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Preferred contact method: ..........................................................................................................................................................................
Or click here to email Kaye

Or click here to email the office

mailto:principal%40ngatitoa.school.nz?subject=Chromebook%20purchase%20options
mailto:office%40ngatitoa.school.nz?subject=Contact%20details


A community night of fun, entertainment and games on the 
grass—and swim fun in the pool—at Ngāti Toa School, and 
a chance for families to get to know your children’s 
teachers and each other.

Thursday 18 February 
from 5:30 p.m

Entertainment by Pat and Barb

Bring a picnic tea—or we will have 
barbecued sausages available for just 
$1.00

All welcome! 

We invite you to join us at 
A Night on the Green (and in the Blue)


