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Kaye’s korero
Kia ora tatou.

What a great night we had on Thursday at the 
Night on the Green! The evening was full of fun and 
laughter, and it was great to be able to catch up with 
you all and get to know you better. Not only was it a 
great opportunity for a community social event, but 

also, we raised around $700 that will contribute to 
the camp funds. Thanks to everybody for your time 
and contributions.

We are now getting into our learning programmes 
in a more focused way after having the water safety 

programme over the past three weeks. The focus in 
term one is to get the children into good learning 
routines; i.e. coming to school ready to learn with a 
focused attitude and the equipment they need. You 
can help us here by checking in with them that they 
have what they need, and by talking to them about 
their learning and behaviour at school.

We would like children to take library books 
home this year and this will only work if 
you help them to keep track of them at 
home and remember to bring them back. 
Amnesty! Please return any readers or 
library books that you might have floating 
around home; there will be no “fines” for 
any outstanding books returned—we would 
just love to have them back for everyone 
to share! (If you have readers that have a 
diagonal line over the back cover, you can 
keep those as they are decommissioned!) 
One of the primary purposes of our library is 
to see children enjoying reading their library 
books and readers with you at home. Your 
support with their reading at home can only 

increase the learning opportunities your children 
have. Thanks everyone.

Cheers to all.

Kaye
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Chromebooks Information 
Evening
This Wednesday 2 March at 5:30 p.m.

If you are interested in knowing more about 
Chromebooks—what they are, what they do—or 
purchasing a Chromebook for your child to own 
and use at both school and home, there will be an 
information meeting on Wednesday 2 March at 5:30 
p.m. in Room 2. There is no compulsion to buy one 
as we have devices for the children to use. They just 
cannot take them home!

Camp: 8–11 March at El 
Rancho
Camp is getting very close! Can we please have all 
payments by the end of this week (Friday 4 March). 
Do get in touch if you have any issues with this.

Swimming
Please pack togs and towel everyday in the next few 
weeks. 



Bring your toddlers and babies 
for a swim or play
Wednesday 11:00 a.m.

Come along and enjoy a swim or a play with your baby 
or toddlers. (They will need to have the swimmers’ 
nappies on please!).

If it’s cold, still come on down and we’ll have a play 
group without the swim.

Sunday Swim
In the past couple of weeks, we’ve had a few families 
take advantage of the opportunity to use the school 
pool on Sunday. We offer this again this coming 
Sunday if it is fine—2:00–4:00 p.m. Please come with 
your children.

Sunsmart!
Hats, hats, hats! Please ensure your children have 
their sunhats each day. We have the shade sails up 
and plenty of sunblock, but would like to children to 
be in the hat habit.

Winter sport
The season for winter sport is drawing closer and so 
far, 18 children have indicated they would like to play 
netball this year. The children and their whanau need 
to understand the commitment that goes with this—it 
is a long season requiring children to be at the courts 
at Mana each Saturday (apart from the holidays). Last 
year we entered two teams but ended up scratching 
around each week to make up a team as children 
dropped off. Please think about this commitment and 
discuss it with your children. We would like to enter 
two teams this year but this means we need coaches 
and managers for the teams.

To coach, you need to know how to play netball and 
develop children’s skills. You need to be available for 
practices, Saturday games and occasional umpiring.

To manage a team, you need to be available each week 
and prepared to phone around to ensure we have the 
two teams entered on deck.

If you would like to take on either of these roles, could 
you please complete the tear-off on the last page of 
the newsletter and return it to school this week or 
click here to email Kaye.

Eagala Programme
Many thanks to the St David Foundation for funding six 
places that were offered to our school for children to 
build confidence through working with horses. A huge 
thank you to Jane Weggery and her colleagues at RDA 
that have taken our children through the programme, 
and also to Pat Rongotaua and Sharon Hilling for 
transporting the children each week.

School garden
We are keen to start a gardening venture so our 
children can learn how to provide food for themselves 
and others.

To begin with, we will start planting the small boxes 
we have by the dental clinic and up near the orchard 
(beyond the top courts).

The next area we wish to develop is the top corner of 
the playground where the old tyre swing used to be. 
This is a perfect spot with a framed plot but we need 
some garden supplies! Does anyone have connections 
to topsoil, compost, mulch etc?? Please get in touch 
if you do so we can get this venture underway (Email: 
principal@ngatitoa.school.nz).

Surplus furniture
We have lots of surplus furniture to dispose of—tables 
(assorted sizes); desks; teaching stations, and book 
shelves (the kind used to display books in a classroom). 
If you’re interested, please come and take a look—
The furniture is available to take away in return for a 
donation. 

See either Kaye or our caretaker, Glen.

Office hours

Please note the office hours are:

8:45 a.m.–2:15 p.m.

If you have an urgent matter and the office is 
unattended, please come to the staffroom or Kaye’s 
office.

Art projects
As you are walking through the playground check 
out the progress on the concrete wall along the top 
netball courts. Each week a different class is working 
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on refreshing the scenes. Well done Rooms 5 and 6 
for making that blue really stand out.

The boards for the fence along the back of the 
swimming pool are in the hall and coming along 
nicely.

Amnesty
Please send along any readers or library books you 
might have floating around at home (except those 
with diagonal black lines across the back cover).

What’s coming up:

Wednesday 2 March, 5:30 p.m: Chromebook information evening (Rooom 12)

Friday 4 March, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Tuesday 8–Friday 11 March: Camp for Year 5 and 6 students

Friday 25 March: Good Friday

Monday 28–Tuesday 29 March: Easter holiday

Friday 1 April, 12:20 p.m: School assembly

Wednesday 13 April, 6:30 p.m: Kai and Korero evening for parents/caregivers

Friday 15 April: Term one ends

Monday 2 May, 8.55 a.m: Term two commences

One of the the wheelbarrow races at the Night on the Green; some rather “flexible” adherence to rules—but look at the smiles!

Anyone would think the parents took the races seriously!
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Family name: ...................................................................................................................................................................

(Chidren/s' first name/s ................................................................................................................................................... )

I am willing to coach/manage a netball team and understand the commitment this requires.

Home phone: ...................................................................................................................................................................

Mobile: ............................................................................................................................................................................

Email: ...............................................................................................................................................................................

 Signed: .........................................................................................................................................

NETBALL COACHING INTEREST

Or click here to email Kaye

The parents’ tug-of-war was a hard fought—albeit brief—battle!

Everyone was a winner last Thursday!
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