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Kaye’s korero
Kia ora tatou

The staff and I reflected today on some of the things 
we think we have achieved this year. At the top of 
our list was the fact that achievement across the key 
learning areas has improved slightly. This is pleasing, 
as it is not uncommon under a new regime for 
results to go backwards initially; to our relief, this 
hasn’t happened! We are especially proud that our 
children are becoming more digitally literate, and I 
really want to thank Nicole Avatea for supporting 
me with her courageous leadership in this area 
during the year. We are also proud of our school’s 
achievements in the sporting and cultural arenas in 
the wider Porirua area during the year.

As the end of the year rolls up, I’d like to say a big 
thank you to the many people and groups who have 
contributed to a very full and enriching year for 
Ngāti Toa School.

To the wider Porirua community, thank you for your 
contributions that have made life for the teachers 
and children more comfortable, interesting and 
conducive to good learning. Particular thanks to 
the Porirua City Council, Partners Porirua, Ngātitoa 
Rangatira, Bunnings, Rutherford and Bond, KidsCan, 
our surrounding schools, Public Health, Resource 
Teachers of Learning Behaviour (RTLB) and Social 
Workers in Schools.

 To the Board of Trustees, thank you for supporting 
and enabling the staff and me to manage the 
everyday business of the school. We are building an 
effective, strong and trusting relationship.

To the parents and extended whanau of all our 
children, thank you for ensuring your children come 
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Congratulations
Congratulations to all the year 6 students for your 
achievements during your time at Ngāti Toa School. 
Your achievements might be academic, sporty, arty 
or even getting better at making friends and getting 
on with people. Whatever they are, well done and 
congratulations. 

A special mention to Campbell Pearson, recipient of 

the Kaitataki Award (Overall Excellence), Teina Kingi 
for the Te Tauira Award (Example to all), and Evo 
Kelleher for Sportsperson of the Year.

Lost property
Please come and reclaim any lost property. 
Everything left after we close will will be disposed of 
in our clean-out during the holidays. 

to school each day and for following up their learning 
at home. Your support at home makes the children’s 
learning even richer and more stable.

To the teachers and support staff of Ngāti Toa 
School, thank you for your ongoing commitment 
to these gorgeous children, and all that you do to 
contribute to the life and soul of the school. Thank 
you also to Barbara Smith and Caroline Herring who 
have made very valued contributions to the school 
this year. Thank you Barbara for assisting Erena Latu 
to become a fully registered teacher.

And lastly, to the awesome children of our school—
your enthusiasm and energy for for learning is 
infectious. We are all here for you and many of you 
are realising that you play the most important role 
in your learning—it is your responsibility and we are 
all here to help and support you. You must choose to 
learn, and it is you who must have the dreams; it is 
our job to help you move closer to them. To our year 
6 students—we send you off proudly to continue 
your learning in other places. You know what you 
need to do to be successful and we look forward to 
following your successes in the future. Dream…and 
dream big!

As you enjoy a safe and lovely break with your 
whanau, be proud of what we have all achieved 
together in 2015—and be excited about what 2016 
has in store. We look forward to building an even 
stronger and more stunning place of learning for us 
all.

Thanks again everyone.

Happy holidays.

Kaye



Organisation for 2016
This Wednesday, children will spend the morning in 
their 2016 class.

Those classes are:

Year 1 (Room 5) Kathryn Pierre

Year 1 (Room 6) Judith Nieland

Year 2 (Room 8) Margaret Lavulavu

Years 3, 4 and 5 (Rooms 1 and 2) Nicole Avatea and 
Erena Latu

Years 3, 4 and 5 (Room 11) Cheryl Moeau

Years 5 and 6 (Room 10) Vairaro Mahutariki

Judy Cross and Kiri Weir will be in the school on a 
part-time basis, as will Kate O’Donnell—continuing 
with reading recovery.

Stationery for 2016
Stationery for Rooms 5 and 6 will be available from 
school.

All other classes’ stationery can be purchased from 
outlets of your choice. Lists will be available later this 
week, on our website and at Warehouse Stationery.

Year dates
School finish 2015:

School will finish for the end of term at 1:30 p.m. 
on Thursday 17 December.

School start 2016:
School resumes on Wednesday 3 February at 8.55 
a.m.

Night on the Green (and the Blue) - see next page!
Thursday 18 February - 5:30 p.m.

Congratulations to our year-6 award winners!

Kaitataki Award
for Overall Excellence

Campbell Pearson

Te Tauira Award (Example to all)

Teina Kingi

Sportsperson of the Year

Evo Kelleher
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Night on the Green
Thanks to all who attended our Night on the Green 
last week. As you can see from the photos, it was 
everything we hoped it would be with our wonderful 
whanau and community enjoying getting together. 
The great weather added to a fantastic evening of 
fun, games, food—and lots of laughter!

Following the success of the night, we’ve received 

plenty of calls for another, so we thought we’d 
schedule a “Night on the Green (and in the Blue)” 
as soon as possible after school starts again. We aim 
to repeat all the fun and more by opening the school 
swimming pool to add another dimension of fun. 
(Rest assured, there wont be any sack races or three-
legged races in the pool though!)

Book the date now—Thursday 18 February 2016.



Chromebooks
Some of you have taken up the opportunity to buy 
a Chromebook for your child to use at home and 
school in 2016. We are now able to extend this 
further by providing the opportunity to purchase a 
Chromebook on terms through SchooledUp IT. See 
the following for background and next steps of our 
digital strategy.

Background
Ngati Toa School’s Board has made a significant 
investment in Chromebooks in the past year. 
Teachers at Ngāti Toa School are equally 
invested in e-learning and preparing children for 
their future world. Affordability is an issue and 
school owned devices can only be used in the 
classroom, rather than for anywhere, anytime 
learning. Making BYOD accessible for students 
takes us closer to the ultimate vision of students 
engaging in learning that doesn’t stop at bell 
time.

Why introduce BYOD (Bring your own device)? 
The learning needs of students in the 21st 
century are different to those of previous 
generations.  The NZ Curriculum reflects this 
need with a strong focus on promoting digitally 
capable, global citizens.  Technology is moving 
at a fast pace and many of the careers we are 
preparing our students for do not yet exist. 
Skill-sets no longer revolve around merely 
learning facts, as this information is now at 
our fingertips.  E-learning and BYOD provides a 
structure for delivering a responsive curriculum 
and beginning this learning at primary school 
students are prepared for a smooth transition 
to college. 

Why Chromebooks?
As a result of this year’s introduction of 
Chromebooks to the classroom we are 
choosing to specify Chromebook as our device 
of choice for BYOD.  Here are some reasons 
that Chromebooks have been successful in 

the classroom: they have a long battery life 
(requiring no charging throughout the school 
day), they have a keyboard and reasonable size 
screen, students are able to get online quickly 
(in a matter of seconds), affordability. They 
are suitable for BYOD as they are lightweight 
for carrying between home and school. 
Additionally, we consider that Chromebooks are 
the best choice of learning/teaching tool for our 
school e-learning programme.

Acer C730 Chromebook package & payment 
plan options
We propose to offer a package comprising an 
Acer C730 Chromebook (the device that Ngāti 
Toa School has purchased for use in classrooms), 
a Google Chrome Management License (allows 
the device to be joined to and managed on the 
school network), headset and Cranium (hard 
cover/screen strengthener that doubles as a 
white board) This package provides all of the 
essential elements for BYOD. Our school I.T 
provider, Schooled Up IT Limited, can supply the 
Chromebook package and manage the device 
on the school network. This is included in the 
price—there are no additional costs.

Payment plans
There is a close working relationship between 
Ngati Toa School and Schooled Up IT. We wish 
to create the opportunity for as many school 
families as possible to invest in a Chromebook 
as an e-learning tool for their students. In early 
2016, in partnership with Schooled Up IT, we 
expect to be able to provide pricing and to make 
affordable payment plans available to Ngati Toa 
School families.

Please email SchooledUp at chromebooks@
schooledupit.co.nz to register your interest or 
with any questions you may have.

Alternatively you can talk to Kaye or send an 
email to principal@ngatitoa.school.nz if you 
would like more information.

www.ngatitoa.school.nz
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Merry CHRISTMAS 
WISHES YOU A

Chromebook
C730

Phone:
Email:

027 567 9500
chromebooks@schooledupit.co.nz

SchooledUp IT are pleased to o�er the families of  Ngati Toa
School the following amazing package for Christmas 2015

Amazing Mobility
The Acer Chromebook 
can last 8.5 hours on a 

single charge and 
weighs only 1.4 kg

Connect Faster
The C730 uses 802.11ac2 

wireless technology, 
which is 3x faster than the 

previous geneneration

A�ordable With Layby
Layby options are 

available to make your 
investment achievable 

for Christmas 2015

C730 Chromebook  +
Chrome Management License  + 
Cranium hard cover +
Connected to Ngati Toa School network

$469
incl GST

SchooledUp IT are proud to offer this practical and educational gift that children will love.

We Have You Covered
SchooledUp IT will provide  
a loan Chromebook if your 
device is faulty and under 
the 1 year manufacturer’s 

warranty

Supported Hardware
The C730 is the 

Chromebook of choice 
for Ngati Toa School 

Free Delivery & Gift
SchooledUp IT will 

deliver at no extra cost 
and include a free 
headset with every 

Chromebook


