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Kaye’s korero
Kia ora tatou

Matua Vai’s beloved 91 year-old koro, Te Puhi 
Patara, was laid to rest last week in Rotorua at a 
ceremony attended by hundreds of mourners. He 
was one of the few remaining B Company Māori 
Batallion veterans. According to a family member, 
Mr Patara was not only known as a war hero but 
was heavily involved with the iwi at Ruamata where 
he would be seen mowing the lawns at the nearby 
school and marae grounds. He was also part of a 
group that helped reinstate local Anzac Day services 
at the marae and other marae on the eastern shores 
of Lake Rotorua. Fellow Maori Batallion member, 
Robert Gillies, said that Te Puhi Patara was not only 
a beautiful speaker of the Māori language but he 
was also a ‘straight-up guy, a good man, a good 
soldier and a good mate’. 

The following are some stories written by children 
from Room 7 after watching the Te Karere news 
item:
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Chromebooks
As you know, the years 3–6 children are using 
Chromebooks to enhance their learning. Our dream 
is that children have their own device so that they 
can use it both at school and at home to continue 
their learning. SchooledUp IT, who are our service 
providers, have put together a very good deal for 
parents who may wish to purchase a Chromebook 
for their child that has been customised for use on 
our network.

This offer is for an outright purchase, but we are also 
working on a hire-purchase arrangement for those 
who may wish to take it up. The school will still be 
providing Chromebooks for use at school but of 
course, we do not allow these to go home. See the 
brochure included in this newsletter. 

Please get in touch via email: principal@ngatitoa.
school.nz  if you are keen to take up this offer—
could be a good Christmas present. (SchooledUp 
also offers a lay-by option). 

Working bee
This Saturday 28 November starting at 9:30 a.m. IF 
FINE.

Where? At school.

What? Light gardening and cleaning and installing 
park benches.

Please either complete the tear-off or email us to let 
us know if you plan to come and join us.

Thanks in advance.

Transport assistance
Can anybody assist one of our families with transport 
to and from school each day—for one child—from 
Spur Grove? If so, could you please email me on 
principal@ngatitoa.school.nz or phone the office 
on 236 7785.

I saw Matua Vai. He went to help his koro 
because his koro died. I thought he maybe cried. 
I was scared. I did not want to watch it because I 
was sad again. It was sad when Matua Vai’s koro 
died. Matua Vai’s koro was in the war.
   Anahera Parata

Matua Vai went to his koro’s funeral this week. 
Room 7 saw Matua Vai’s koro in a coffin on TV. 
He was in the Anzac war. He was very famous. It 
is sad that Matua Vai’s koro died.
   Anahera Gray

Matua Vai’s koro died. He was carrying a coffin. 
We saw him on the TV. There was a New Zealand 
flag on the coffin.
   Bronson Kelleher

Matua Vai held the coffin. We watched Matua 
Vai  who was sad. We saw Matua Vai. He was 
wearing glasses. He was first to last in front.
   Tom Mangu

Have a great week. Ka kite ano.

Kaye

mailto:principal%40ngatitoa.school.nz?subject=Chromebooks
mailto:principal%40ngatitoa.school.nz?subject=Chromebooks
mailto:office%40ngatitoa.school.nz?subject=Working%20bee
mailto:principal%40ngatitoa.school.nz?subject=Transport%20assistance


Calling the artists out there!
We would like to gather a group of talented and 
creative artists (Ngāti Artists!) to become our 
environment beautification team. We have a number 
of projects in mind e.g. the interior swimming pool 
fence, a mural along the back concrete wall, graphic 
design of some of our school promotional material. 
Please return the tear-off or email us if you feel you 
have time and talent to contribute to making our 
school more attractive.

Miniball
Last week’s results:

Toa Warriors: 8 vs. Porirua East Tuataras: 1

Toa Dragons: 15 vs. Rangikura Royals: 0

Lost property
The pile is accumulating again – do come and check 
it out. You might find some long-lost loved garment

End of year get-together: A 
Night on the Green
Circle the 9th of December (postponement date 10 
December) for a “Night on the Green” at school to 
celebrate the end of the year. We would love to have 
a local band entertain us, and we’ll have some food 
available and games out on the field.

If you know of a band that would like an opportunity 
to have a jam (that people would enjoy!), please 
email me at principal@ngatitoa.school.nz.

What’s coming up:

28 November, 9.30 a.m: Working bee at school. 

4 December, 11.00 a.m: Assembly.

9 (10) December, 5.30 p.m: A Night on the Green.

11 December: Graduation for Year 6 students (more 
information to come).

17 December: Last day of term (finish 1.30 p.m).
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Coen Katene (left) and Te Awanui Head speak at the bridge 
opening ceremony.

Some of Ngāti Toa’s children crossing the newly-opened bridge following the ceremony last 
Tuesday.

Bridge opening (Last Tuesday 17 November)
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Working bee - Saturday 28 November at 9:30 a.m.

I / we would like to come along to the working bee this Saturday:

Name: .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Either print this form or, to email your attendance,  click here to email the school.

Ngati Artists

Name: .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Describe your artistic talents: ..................................................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Best times for me to meet regularly: ..................................................................................................................................................................

Phone: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email: ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Either print this form or, to email your request,  click here to email the school.
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Merry CHRISTMAS 
WISHES YOU A

Chromebook
C730

Phone:
Email:

027 567 9500
chromebooks@schooledupit.co.nz

SchooledUp IT are pleased to o�er the families of  Ngati Toa
School the following amazing package for Christmas 2015

Amazing Mobility
The Acer Chromebook 
can last 8.5 hours on a 

single charge and 
weighs only 1.4 kg

Connect Faster
The C730 uses 802.11ac2 

wireless technology, 
which is 3x faster than the 

previous geneneration

A�ordable With Layby
Layby options are 

available to make your 
investment achievable 

for Christmas 2015

C730 Chromebook  +
Chrome Management License  + 
Cranium hard cover +
Connected to Ngati Toa School network

$469
incl GST

SchooledUp IT are proud to offer this practical and educational gift that children will love.

We Have You Covered
SchooledUp IT will provide  
a loan Chromebook if your 
device is faulty and under 
the 1 year manufacturer’s 

warranty

Supported Hardware
The C730 is the 

Chromebook of choice 
for Ngati Toa School 

Free Delivery & Gift
SchooledUp IT will 

deliver at no extra cost 
and include a free 
headset with every 

Chromebook


