
NGATI TOA SCHOOL Ahi mo te Ao – Fire for the World
Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero
Kia ora tatou

Ko ngā huanga tino pai ā mātou whāinga 
mutunga
Great results are our bottom line

Well, I have just turned the page in my 2015 planner 
onto the month of December and it reminds me that 
there are only three weeks left of school and another 
week after that until Christmas. The teachers are 
just completing their progress and achievement 
reporting that will come home to you in the next two 
weeks, and we can see that the majority of children 
are progressing very well. We are still focused on 
improving our results even further and will build on 
this year’s progress as we move into 2016. We use 
a range of evidence to come to our “overall teacher 
judgements” and we are also experimenting with 
the Progress and Consistency Tool; this ensures we 
all look at the same aspects of reading, writing and 
mathematics when we make our calls.

We will be saying farewell to our year 6 students 
on Friday 11 December at 11.00 (see attached 
programme). You are very welcome to join us to 
celebrate the time these children have spent at 
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Child-focused Porirua
Three of our year 5 children (Ella Attree, Dominic Scott 
and Te Awanui Head) participated in a workshop 
yesterday run by the Mayor’s office to talk about 
what’s important for them about Porirua, what they 
are proud of ,and ideas for what would make the 
city a better place to live. They represented us well.

End of year trips
Year 6: following graduation, the year 6 students will 
be going to the pools at Te Rauparaha Arena.

Whitireia Flames (R12, 2) and R1 will be going to ASB 
Sports Centre (Kilbirnie) on Wednesday 9 December 
for the morning, followed by lunch at the Wellington 
waterfront.

Rooms 5, 6 and 7 are going to the Te Rauparaha 
Arena pool on Thursday 10 December. They are also 

planning a visit to the local library on the morning of 
Thursday 3 December. There is also the possibility of 
a visit to the park and beach (not to swim, to build 
sandcastles) on another fine day TBA.

Separate notes with permissions and more detail 
will come home for each of these events.

Transport assistance
Can anybody assist one of our families with transport 
to and from school each day—for one child—from 
Spur Grove? If so, could you please email me on 
principal@ngatitoa.school.nz or phone the office 
on 236 7785.

Lost property
The pile is accumulating again—do come and check 
it out. You might find some long-lost loved garment!

Ngāti Toa School, and to wish them well on the next 
leg of their learning journey.

Please have a good look around home—it’s a good 
time of year to send back any readers, library 
books, school jackets or sports uniforms. We can 
also possibly give you back some of your children’s 
clothing as we have quite a pile gathering in the 
office entrance opposite the hall. Come and check 
it out.

Please be sure to set aside 9 December to come 
along to school and join us for some fun, games 
and music at the Night on the Green (5.30 p.m). We 
have ‘Pat and Barb’ to play for us (they are donating 
their time and energy), and there will be some food 
available to purchase for dinner. Alternatively, you 
can bring your own fish and chips or picnic. We will 
have some fun games for everyone too.

Congratulations to our parent and board member, 
Trina Kapene, for graduating this week from the NZ 
Institute of Sport with a Certificate in Fitness and 
Recreation—another great example of life-long 
learning. Well done Trina!

Have a great week. Ka kite ano.

Kaye
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Miniball
Last week’s results:

Ngāti Toa Kazekage: 14 vs Porirua School: 22  

Ngāti Toa Hokage: 12 vs Rangikura: 20

Toa Warriors: 4 vs Windley Styles: 22

Toa Dragons: 13 vs ? 6

Fantastic, Dragons—finished 5th out of 18 teams! Yay 
the Dragons!

Chromebooks
As you know, the years 3–6 children are using 
Chromebooks to enhance their learning. Our dream 
is that children have their own device so that they 
can use it both at school and at home to continue 
their learning. SchooledUp IT, who are our service 
providers, have put together a very good deal for 
parents who may wish to purchase a Chromebook 
for their child that has been customised for use on 
our network.

This offer is for an outright purchase, but we are also 
working on a hire-purchase arrangement for those 
who may wish to take it up. The school will still be 
providing Chromebooks for use at school but of 
course, we do not allow these to go home. See the 
brochure included in this newsletter. 

Please get in touch via email: principal@ngatitoa.
school.nz  if you are keen to take up this offer—could 
be a good Christmas present. (SchooledUp also offers 
a lay-by option).

Wool...!
Please send along any spare wool you may have so 
Barbara Mullen can crochet and knit us some more 
blankets. Many thanks in anticipation!

Mana Tiaki performance
Mana Tiaki are performing for us on 9 December for 
a gold coin donation. You may start sending along 
these donations at any time from now. Many thanks.

Bishop Viard College 
Junior Carol Concert Night

Tuesday 8 December, 6:30–7:30 p.m. at Bishop 
Viard College Hall

Come along and join in the fun as we celebrate 
Christmas and the nativity story.

All welcome to come and see our year 7 and 
8s sing accompanied by our year 9 and 10 
musicians.

Door entry—koha (gold coin donation).

There will be Christmas-themed goods for sale 
made by our amazing students through their 
project-based learning.

We look forward to seeing you there.

What’s coming up:
2 December: Ki o Rahi tornament

3 December, 5:45 p.m. Board meeting.

3 December: Rooms 5, 6, 7 local trip

4 December, 11.00 a.m: Assembly.

8 December, 4:00–6:00 p.m: Titahi Bay Intermediate 
Garden Event.

9 December, 9:15–10:15 a.m: Mana Tiaki performing 
for us.

9 (10) December, 5.30 p.m: A Night on the Green.

9 December: Rooms 12, 1, 2 trip

10 December, 10:40 a.m: Helpers’ morning tea.

10 December: Room 5, 6, 7 trip

11 December, 11:00 a.m: Graduation for Year 6 
students.

11 December: School reports sent home

17 December: Last day of term (finish 1.30 p.m).

Room 8 enjoying 
Porirua Harbour 
and learning how 
to snorkel
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2016—Year-6 Graduation

• Opening—Board of Trustees Chair

• Student speeches

• Presentation of certificates

• Award presentations

• Valedictorian speech

• Year-6 item

• Presentation of taonga

• Closing comments—Kaye Brunton

• School haka



You are invited.....

We invite you to join us at 
A Night on the Green—a community night of fun, 

entertainment and games at Ngāti Toa School.

Wednesday 9 December — from 5:30 p.m.

Entertainment by Pat and Barb

We have invited a number of food stalls, but feel 
free to bring a picnic or fish and chips

All welcome! 

Come and help us celebrate a great year together.



Merry CHRISTMAS 
WISHES YOU A

Chromebook
C730

Phone:
Email:

027 567 9500
chromebooks@schooledupit.co.nz

SchooledUp IT are pleased to o�er the families of  Ngati Toa
School the following amazing package for Christmas 2015

Amazing Mobility
The Acer Chromebook 
can last 8.5 hours on a 

single charge and 
weighs only 1.4 kg

Connect Faster
The C730 uses 802.11ac2 

wireless technology, 
which is 3x faster than the 

previous geneneration

A�ordable With Layby
Layby options are 

available to make your 
investment achievable 

for Christmas 2015

C730 Chromebook  +
Chrome Management License  + 
Cranium hard cover +
Connected to Ngati Toa School network

$469
incl GST

SchooledUp IT are proud to offer this practical and educational gift that children will love.

We Have You Covered
SchooledUp IT will provide  
a loan Chromebook if your 
device is faulty and under 
the 1 year manufacturer’s 

warranty

Supported Hardware
The C730 is the 

Chromebook of choice 
for Ngati Toa School 

Free Delivery & Gift
SchooledUp IT will 

deliver at no extra cost 
and include a free 
headset with every 

Chromebook



 

 

Te Mātātupu 
  The Beginning … first shoot … to begin to sprout …  

Flourishing Growth 
 
 

Come and celebrate the Garden the 
students have been creating 

Tuesday December 8th 4-6 pm 
 

Titahi Bay Intermediate Garden 

Music   Stalls     
Picnic    Kai 

 
Bring your whanau, a picnic blanket & any seeds, seedlings 

or plants you wish to donate to the garden 
 

Supported by GROW 
(Growing Resilience Opportunity and Whanaungatanga) 

GROW is a group of people who love growing things, love kids and love Titahi Bay. 
 

As the garden takes root we learn with the students about working together, overcoming obstacles, creating new 
opportunities, eating and celebrating together. Come and join us in the journey. 

 
For more information email: growtitahibay@gmail.com 
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