
NGATI TOA SCHOOL Ahi mo te Ao – Fire for the World
Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero
Kia ora tatou

On Friday, Matua Vai, Kathryn Pierre and I attended an “innovative 
learning environment” symposium which reinforced to us the reasons 
why we are moving in the direction we are at Ngāti Toa School. I am 
increasingly conscious of the need to prepare our children for a very 
different future from the one we faced when we were at school. With the 
development and implementation of new technologies doubling every 
18 months, many of today’s routine process-oriented jobs are being 
automated out of existence—for example, self-service in supermarkets, 
petrol stations, ATMs and airports, and autonomous cars and trucks to 
name but a few; people are no longer required for these jobs. 

Think about these points made by Tony Wagner (The Global Achievement Gap):

1. Knowledge is a commodity; it’s free like air or water.

2. Any job that can be “routined” is rapidly being “off-shored” or automated.

3. What the world cares about is not what you know, but what you can do with what you  
 know.

The world our children will be growing into is one in which they will be required to solve challenging problems 
together. The skills that they will need include teamwork, communication, critical thinking, creativity and 
leadership. What we teach at Ngāti Toa and how we teach it are really under the spotlight for us now. Twenty-
first century learning requires us to provide the children with opportunities to work together on project-based 
activity to solve problems. We will be seeking to open up lessons and think about the day and week in ways 
other than being locked into siloed sessions. This will take us a while to develop and we will be seeking the 
voice of the children and you as whanau about how this can look and how you can be involved more in our 
programmes. Exciting times ahead!

Organisation for 2016 is well underway. We are in the process of making up new classes for next year and there 
will be some changes to the way we do things. We will probably be calling our classrooms different names 
rather than numbers, and Nicole Avatea and Erena Latu will be team-teaching in what we hope will be adjoining 
classes (if we can open up two classroom spaces before February). We will let you know the class list makeup 
closer to the end of the year, and children will have some time in their new classes in the last week of school.

Have a great week. Long may the sun shine!

Kaye
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Fundraising lunch (30 October) 
for camp

Hamburgers with a choice of coleslaw and/or cheese

$3.00 for one, $5.00 for two.

Order tear-off or by email in this newsletter. 

KidsCan fruit tree planting

Change of date—now 20 November.

More information closer to the time.



Local trips
You may or may not recall signing a form when 
your children enrolled asking for permission for us 
to take them out of the school grounds on short 
local excursions e.g. a walk to the library, the bay 
etc. The reason for this is so that we can capitalise 
on teachable moments that sometimes present 
themselves without “hounding” you with notices. 
For excursions further afield we will inform you via 
a separate notice.

School working bee
Some of you indicated that you would enjoy coming 
to school to help out in various ways—not necessarily 
fund raising, but just having the opportunity to meet 
other parents. We would like to invite you to join us 
for a school working bee and morning tea on Saturday 
21 November. We have some light gardening, bush 
clearing and digging jobs to do and if the weather 
is fine it will be a fun and satisfying morning. Please 
circle the date on your calendar and we will remind 
you closer to the time. 

Post-hole borer
Does anyone have a post-hole borer that Glen can 
use to make the holes for the trees? Please contact 
the office.

Concert DVD and photos
We now have a DVD of this year’s concert, Lest we 
Forget. This is available to order for $5.00 (order 
using either the tear-off in this newsletter or via 
email).

We also have a set of proofs of photographs from 
the concert in the office that you may like to look 
at. If you want copies of any of the photos, we can 
email high-resolution copies to you free of charge. 

Miniball
We have two school teams entered in the miniball 
competition, and some children playing in Toa teams. 
Last week’s results:

Ngāti Toa Kazekage 16 vs. Discovery Destroyers 2

Ngāti Toa Hokage 0 vs. Windley Power 40

Toa Warriors 6 vs. St Piux Strikers 2

Toa Dragons 7 vs. Discovery Scorers 2

Spare clothing
If you have any outgrown trousers, track pants or 
shorts that you no longer require, can you please 
send them along for us to have in reserve as spares.

Could you please also return any washed school 
clothing that you may have found its way to your 
house.

Calling the artists out there!
We would like to gather a group of talented and 
creative artists (Ngāti Artists!) to become our 
environment beautification team. We have a number 
of projects in mind e.g. the interior swimming pool 
fence, a mural along the back concrete wall, graphic 
design of some of our school promotional material. 
Please return the tear-off if you feel you have time 
and talent to contribute to making our school more 
attractive.

Raising Maori participation 
and achievement in education
Bianca Elkington has recently been appointed as 
the Iwi Education Project Coordinator for Ngātitoa 
Rangatira as part of a Ministry of Education contract.  

Bianca’s role is to facilitate educational partnerships 
to improve outcomes for Māori learners.

Bianca has asked us to identify some of our tamariki 
who would benefit from more support through 
group and individual learning in partnership with the 
home. If you would like to work with Bianca or want 
more information about this initiative, please email 
me at principal@ngatitoa.school.nz.

End of year get-together: A 
Night on the Green
Circle the 9th of December (postponement date 10 
December) for a “night on the green” at school to 
celebrate the end of the year. We would love to have 
a local band entertain us with some food available 
and games out on the field.

If you know of a band that would like an opportunity 
to have a jam (that people would enjoy!), please 
email me at principal@ngatitoa.school.nz.



What’s coming up:
Thursday 29 October: 9.00 a.m. Senior rugby 
tournament, Porirua Park.

Friday 30 October: 11.00 a.m. Assembly

Friday 13 November: 11.00 a.m. Assembly.

Thursday 19 November: 10.00 a.m. Powhiri for new 
children and whanau.

Friday 20 November: 11.00 a.m. KidsCan fruit tree 
planting and barbecue lunch.

Concert DVD order form

Name: ..................................................................................................................................................................................................

Number of DVDs required: ..................................................................................................................................................

Total amount (@ $5.00 each): $ .......................................................................................................................................

We will let you know when your DVD is available—payment on collecting your DVD from the office.

Saturday 21 November: 9.30 a.m. Working bee at 
school.

Friday 4 December: 11.00 a.m. Assembly.

Wednesday 9 December (Or Thursday 10 if 
postponed due to weather): 5:30 p.m. A Night on 
the Green.

Monday 14 December: Graduation for Year 6 
students (more information to come).

Thursday 17 December: Last day of term—finish 
1.30 p.m.

Ngati Artists

Name: .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Describe your artistic talents: ..................................................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Best times for me to meet regularly: ..................................................................................................................................................................

Phone: ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email: ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Lunch orders

Name: ........................................................................................................................................................................Room: .........................................

Burger 1 Cheese   Coleslaw Burger 2 Cheese Coleslaw

Burger 3 Cheese   Coleslaw Burger 4 Cheese Coleslaw

Either print this form or, to email your request,  click here to email the school.

Either print this form or, to email your request,  click here to email the school.

Either print this form or, to email your request,  click here to email the school.
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