
NGATI TOA SCHOOL Ahi mo te Ao – Fire for the World
Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero
Kia ora tatou

What a great sports season we have had! The last 
school hockey and netball games were played 
on Saturday, and what an opportunity these 
activities have been for building children’s skills and 
confidence. Seeing the teams grow and gain in both 
these areas through the season has been so exciting. 
Children who were very reticent at the beginning of 
the season are now attacking (in a positive way!) 
and getting into the games more confidently now. 
Fantastic stuff. Many thanks to the children who got 
to their games every week to support their team, 
their parents and wider whanau who ensured they 
got there and encouraged them all the way, and the 
coaches: Kathryn Pierre (hockey), Debby King and 
Terese Church (netball). Without all your efforts, 
these opportunities cannot happen. Please let us 
know if you are keen to coach or manage teams 
next year—we would love to widen the group who 
are doing this.

On another note, thanks to those of you who 
continue to inform us when your children are not 
going to be at school. We take the attendance issue 
seriously, as we want the children to have the very 
best opportunities to progress their learning. We 
are also required to furnish attendance data to the 
Ministry of Education each term so it is important 
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Kai and Korero and consultation 
over strategic aims
Thanks to the parents who attended our Kai and 
Korero session last week. The purpose of the evening 
was to consult with you in relation to our proposed 
revised strategic aims and values to take us forward 
for the next three to five years. We would like to 
extend the opportunity for as many of our whanau 
as possible to provide input. There is a hard copy of 
a separate notice attached to this newsletter or you 
can go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NTS-
Aims to give your feedback.

There will also be two opportunities to come and 

our records are as accurate as possible. When your 
children are away for a number of days, please do 
not be offended if we call you again after the first 
day if we haven’t heard from you. Although it is quite 
likely, we cannot assume that they are still sick. We 
couldn’t live with ourselves should we not call and 
find later that you had sent a child off to school that 
we had marked as sick. Our systems change a child 
to truant after two days of unjustified absence so it 
is very helpful for us to be able to clean each day’s 
attendance up with valid reasons for absence on the 
day.

For your information, the administration block has 
been leaking for quite some time and with our 
latest property review, the Ministry of Education 
has had an invasive investigation done into the 
building for ‘weather-tightness’. As a result of the 
inspection, we have been instructed to stop using 
the front entrance to the office because of the 
state of the structures supporting the canopy over 
the entranceway. There is going to be a temporary 
measure in place this week until the full report on 
the building is completed. There have also been 
air quality tests done in the administration block, 
so it will be interesting to see what these throw 
up and what happens next. Many thanks for your 
cooperation in using alternative entrances in the 
meantime.

Kaye

chat with Kaye and have a coffee on Thursday 3 
September at 2.15pm and Friday 4 September at 
9.00am in the staffroom. Come along when you 
either drop your children off or before you pick 
them up.

Kai and Korero 
evening on the 
27th.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NTS-Aims
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NTS-Aims


Family movie night
Wow—thanks for supporting camp by attending 
the movie night last week. Once the licence for the 
movie was paid for, we made $625 for the camp 
fund. Mammoth effort; thanks Matua Glen and your 
whanau, Melvina, Joan and Beka.

School concert

L est we Forget
Come along and see the results 
of the term’s learning about how 
performance can both entertain and 
evoke emotions.

This year’s concert will be run over three nights—
Tuesday 8, Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 September. 
The concert starts at 6:30 p.m. each night and runs 
for approximately one hour.

There will also be a matinee performance at 11:00 
a.m. on Tuesday 8 September.

To ensure everyone gets an opportunity to see the 
children perform, we ask families to please limit 
their ticket purchases to only four tickets on any one 
night.

More details about what time the children need to 
be at school and where to collect them after the 
shows will be sent out later.

Concert tickets:
These are now on sale at the school office for 
$10.00 per seat or $4.00 per floor space.

Remember, the first in gets the best seats. 

Please note, there will be no door sales on any of 
the three nights.

Be sure to purchase your tickets soon – front rows 
are already selling fast!

The matinee performance on Tuesday at 11:00 
a.m. is free.

Costumes:
Some children have yet to bring black leggings/
pants and/or t-shirts (juniors) to school.

Artsplash
Where & When: Michael Fowler Centre, Wednesday 
2 September.

For rehearsal, we will leave school at 8:30 a.m. for 
the Michael Fowler Centre and return by midday. 
Any latecomers will be left behind. 

Our actual performance is at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Michael Fowler Centre and we have a bus booked to 
take singers, and those of their families who wish to 
join us, into Wellington. 

Any family members wanting to travel with us on 
the bus, please leave your name with Raewyn at the 
office. 

Please note, we MUST leave by 4:15 and cannot wait 
for any latecomers. 

Artsplash tickets are available from the school office 
for $5.00 each.

Best room Bear
This little bear gets around! His 
home for the week is Room 7—
Mrs Cross’s class. Great stuff 
children!

Responsible, respectful 
children
These children joined Ms Brunton for afternoon 
tea last Friday as their teachers had identified 
them as children who were showing fantastic 
qualities of responsibility around the classroom 
and playground.

Makaia Wineera, Jerome Tuhi, Johnny Wiringi-
Brown, Ella Attree, Aurora Heta-Tipene, Leon 
Lalatoa-Peniata, Samson Va’alepu-Church, Amos 
Maurangi-Falemaka, Jahmal Thompson-Coombe , 
Dimple Aye, Sidney Te Taite, Kylah Lalatoa-Peniata, 
Tom Mangu, Jordus Sisson, Merehana Gray, Josh 
McDowell, Henare Edwards, Peneamine Parai, 
Skylah Hughes-Walford, Shaylia Reihana, Sade 
Tibble, Logan Renau-Hill.

Thanks children – keep up your wonderful 
behaviour.

Emailed newsletter
Many thanks for your email addresses. Some 
bounced back so can you please  update your 
email address by ringing the office on 236 7785, or 
emailing us at office@ngatitoa.school.nz

This will ensure you receive a newsletter via email. A 
copy will be posted on our web page (www.ngatitoa.
school.nz/newsletters) or you can read a copy of the 
newsletter at the school office.



What’s coming up

Wednesday 2 September, 1:30–2:30 p.m.
Orchestra Wellington visit (free of charge). Come and 
join us!

Wednesday 2 September
Artsplash.

Thursday 3 September, 2:15 p.m. Coffee 
and chat with Kaye.

Friday 4 September, 9:00 a.m. Coffee and 
chat with Kaye.

8, 9, 10 September, 6:30 p.m.
School concert.

Tuesday 8 September, 11:00 a.m.
School concert matinee.

Friday 11 September, 10:40 a.m. start for 
tired children following the concert (we are 
at school at normal time for those that are 
keen to come).

Monday 14 September, 5:45 p.m. Board of 
Trustees meeting. 

Friday 18 September, 11:00 a.m. School assembly.

Friday 25 September, 3:00 p.m. End of term.

Monday 12 October, 8:55 a.m. Term four begins.

Peer mediator training
The following children are starting training this 
week to become playground peer mediators in term 
four and 2016. They will assist children to mediate 
playground situations using peaceful conflict 
resolution strategies—thanks for taking on this very 
responsible position.

Rakai Paea, Mathew Edwards, Mikara Tua, Shaelyn 
Edwards, Evo Kelleher, Tahlia Te Tomo-Rosati, 
Campbell Pearson, Dominic Scott, Mairead Te Tau, 
Daisy Cheer, Ella Attree, Raven Bowman.

Sport
Hockey: 
Ngāti Toa School vs. Tawa

(Ngāti Toa 1–Tawa 1)

Netball:
Ngāti Toa 1 vs Tawa

(Ngāti Toa 7–Tawa 25)

Ngāti Toa 2 vs Pukerua Bay
(Ngāti Toa 7–Pukerua Bay 10)

Soccer:
Ngāti Toa Lions vs Russell 
School
(Ngāti Toa 3–Russell 0)

Ngāti Toa Pumas vs Russell 
School

(Ngāti Toa 0–Russell 2)

Ngāti Toa Pumas vs St Pius X
(Ngāti Toa 0– St Pius 1)

Reporting absence
You can report absence in a number of ways:

Text: .......................027 236 7785

Email:  ....................office@ngatitoa.school.nz

School phone: ...236 7785

Please give your child’s name, room number or 
teacher’s name and reason for absence.

Fruit drinks
Once our stocks have depleted, we will no longer be 
selling fruit drinks at the canteen. The sugar levels 
in them are very high.
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School Concert 2015

Lest we Forget
Come along and see the results of the term’s learning about how performance can
both entertain and evoke emotions.

This year’s concert will be run over three nights—Tuesday 8, Wednesday 9 and
Thursday 10 September. The concert starts at 6:30 p.m. each night and runs
for approximately one hour.

There will also be a matinee performance at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday 8 September.

To ensure everyone gets an opportunity to see the children perform, we ask families
to please limit their ticket purchases to only four tickets on any one night.

More details about what time the children need to be at school and where to collect
them after the shows will be sent out later.

Cost: $10.00 (per seat)—$4.00 (per floor space)

Tickets available from the school office.



We need your input!

1. Developing a new school charter (2016–2021)
Every few years the school needs to develop a charter. A charter is the platform upon which we set our annual 
priorities and plans so that our children learn and grow to their full potential. We also get into trouble with the 
Ministry of Education if we don’t have one (lol!)

The current charter (2011–2016) has served us well; now we can build on that.

What has been done so far?

We have drafted a set of values and strategic aims.

What are the next steps?

We are already getting your thoughts on the values (Ka pai whānau—there has been some great input already)! Now 
we’d like your ideas and suggestions on the strategic aims.

2. Ngāti Toa School draft Strategic Aims 2016–2021
The aims below were developed by the Board of Trustees at its meeting in August. The new aims capture the most 
important bits of the previous ones and have turned five aims into a much more manageable set of three.

1. Engaged ākonga that prosper in all areas of the New Zealand curriculum

Students achieving in literacy and numeracy and developing key learning habits. Minds that are inquisitive, 
motivated to learn and inspired by knowledge. Students actively learning and reflecting on their progress.

2. Quality kaiako: effective teachers

Teachers who are focused on student achievement, connect with students and know the curriculum. 
Teachers who are up to date with the latest methods, improve continuously and are open to learning.

3. Whanaunatanga: strong relationships among ākonga, staff and the community

Relationships that are strong and productive. Whānau involved in their children’s learning. Connections with 
the immediate community: staff, students, parents, Board of Trustees, whānau, iwi.

Connections with the wider community: other schools, businesses, tertiary teaching organisations, and 
community services (e.g. retirement home). The school as a hub for community activities.

3. What the community has said already
At the Kai and Kōrero evening we got the following ideas and suggestions when discussing point 3, above. 
(Whanaunatanga: strong relationships among ākonga, staff and the community)

Higher degree of outreach into the community

Activities that take the school to the community and bring the community to the school; e.g. inter-school sports 
competition, gala, school-based evening events (maths night, quiz night, disco), an open day, community police and 
fire fighter visits. Specific activities that take children out into the local community. It was also suggested that the 
school develops strong ties with the local pre-schools.

Higher degree of whānau support so that parents have more opportunities to be involved.

Activities that provide care for pre-schoolers so that parents can be more involved; e.g. play group for under-5s 
during school hours; childcare services on Kai and Korero evenings.   

Higher degree of identity and belonging so that the community know what Ngāti Toa School has to offer.  Ngāti Toa 
School uniform (e.g. jacket) that can be worn at outside events (e.g. sporting or cultural events).



What do we need from you?

Please answer the following questions and return to the office. Alternatively, you may provide your answers online: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NTS-Aims

Is there a key strategic aim that is missing?

What key actions can the school take to strengthen relationships with the 
community? 
This relates to aim 3. (Whanaunatanga: strong relationships among ākonga, staff and the community) [also refer to 
the previous page for ideas and suggestions made by the community already].

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NTS-Aims

