
NGATI TOA SCHOOL Ahi mo te Ao – Fire for the World
Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero
Kia ora tatou—Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori. Wetiweti! (Wicked as!)

It may come as no surprise to you that at school, the things that have the most positive impact on students’ 
learning are: direct instruction i.e. teachers working with children grouped around an identified learning 
need, feedback related to the task aimed at keeping the learner on track; classroom discussion, and teacher 
clarity (which has been the focus of our professional learning for a large part of this year). We are working 
hard to provide these elements in the children’s learning programmes and through our own learning, improve 
our teaching.

Through our mid-year evaluation, we have identified a strong link between achievement and attendance. In 
some cases, we have children in our school missing more than 20 days a term—which equates to about half 
the term. 

If children are often absent or late to school, they miss huge chunks of learning, which results in gaps and 
difficulty in making links to new learning. Sometimes it also makes it difficult for children to feel like they are 
part of the class. 

We are doing our utmost to become the best teachers we can be so we can provide our children with the 
very best quality teaching and learning opportunities. Having the children at school as often as possible, and 
on time, will really help give them the best shot at achieving well. Can you please help us with this and let 
us know if we can help in any way. Thank you so much for your phone calls when your children are absent or 
late. This helps us with the monitoring, which is required of us by the Ministry of Education.

Thanks for your feedback around the purchase of Chromebooks. I failed to put in an approximate cost which 
may influence your response—around $350.

Kaye
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Reporting absences
To report absences you can either:
• text 027 236 7785 with child’s name and room 

number or
• school answer-phone 236 7785—leave a 

message with your child’s name and room 
number.

BOT Meeting
The BoT meeting is on Friday 31 July at 5.45 pm in 
the staffroom.

Update on Partners Porirua 
bridge project
The children and Mrs Moeau attended a quick 
meeting down at the site of the bridge over the 
stream yesterday. Poles for the bridge will be 
placed in the next week and then given time to 
settle before next steps. Nice to see progress!

Junior literacy evening 
tonight
We will be discussing the reading expectations for 
your children and how you can help them at home 
to reach their goals. So if you have a five or six-
year-old at school, this is perfect for you and we’d 
love to see you at 7 p.m. in Room 5 tonight.

Sports round-up
Hockey: Ngāti Toa vs. Greenacres Silver

(Ngāti Toa 3-Greenacres 1)

Netball 1: Ngāti Toa 1 vs. Plimmerton Magic 

(Ngāti Toa 3-Plimmerton Magic 29)

Netball 2: Ngāti Toa 2 vs. Adventure Falcons 

(Ngāti Toa 4-Adventure Falcons 3)
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Learning in a digital world
As we continue implementing our digital strategy (enabling our children to become more self-managing 
and responsible for their learning), it is important that we keep you in the loop with what is happening in 
the school. As you know, Room 12 (Year 4 children) have already been using Chromebooks to optimise their 
learning. They have been learning how to work in the Google Apps for Education environment, use email and 
plan their timetable with Google Docs. This term, Room 2 (Y3) children will begin using Chromebooks as well. 
Room 11 (Y4/5) will follow in term four and the laptops that we have in the school will be largely used by 
Room 8 (Year 5/6). In effect, by the end of the year, we will be ‘tooled up’ from Years 3–6. The junior classes 
will focus more on learning to use iPads and we will be seeking to source more of these as time goes on. 

Our ideal is that learning can become ‘ubiquitous’—that is, anytime, anywhere. During the holidays, I was 
thrilled to receive a few emails from children who were finding out interesting things that they thought I 
would like to hear about. I think that is fantastic! We want children’s ability to learn independently to extend 
beyond school’s hours and boundaries, and technology provides a way for this to happen!

To continue developing our strategy we need to find out from you how to make Chromebooks accessible 
to as many families as possible so that children can bring them back and forth between home and school. 
To this end, we want to hear your thoughts about purchasing Chromebooks as part of the children’s school 
requirements. (Approximate price: $350)

Could you please answer the following questions and send back to school so we can get a picture of what our 
community thinks about extending this learning approach.

Family name: ....................................................................................................................................................................................................

We support the use of digital technology to create better learning opportunities for our children. Yes / No

We would purchase a Chromebook (or similar device) outright as part of beginning of year school requirements. 
Yes / No    (We’re asking for an indication only—this is NOT a commitment to purchase)

We would prefer a scheme of some kind to enable us to purchase a Chromebook (or similar device) on terms. 
Yes / No   (Again, we’re asking for an indication only—this is NOT a commitment to purchase)

Any suggestions or questions: .................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

“Best-room Bear”
Congratulations to Room 6—
last week, Best-Room Bear 
determined yours to be the 
tidiest classroom of the week. 
Matua Glen inspected all of the 
classrooms a number of times 
during the week and Room 6 
was consistently the cleanest 

and tidiest.  However, it was a very tightly contested 
competition with all the classrooms looking really good, 
so we would love this to continue. Matua Glen also said 
Room 1 made a huge effort to keep their classroom 
looking great. Thanks to the children for remembering to 
hang up their bags and coats, put away their lunchboxes, 
dispose of their rubbish, and keep their muddy boots and 
shoes outside. Let’s see who impresses Best-Room Bear 
this week. Ka taea e koe! (You can do it!)

Indoor soccer
Indoor Soccer started this week for Years 1, 2, 
3 and 4 (Years 5 and 6 start next week)

Years 1 and 2: Ngāti Toa School vs. Rangikura 
Transformers—3.40 p.m. Monday 27 July 
(court 1)

Year 3 and 4: Ngāti Toa Tigers vs. TKMP 4.50 
p.m. Tuesday 28 July (court 3)

Years 5 and 6 start next 
week

Ngāti Toa Lions vs. 
Newlands Magic 4.50 
p.m. Wednesday 5 August 
(court 1)



What’s coming up

Tuesday 28 July, 7.00 p.m.—Junior Literacy evening 
in Room 5.

Tuesday 28 July (all day)—Te Papa/Pukeahu 
National War Memorial Park visit for seniors.

18 August, 7.00 p.m.—Kai and Korero in school hall.

Thursday 27 August, 10:00 a.m.— School powhiri 
for new students. 

1–2 September—Artsplash (more information to 
come).

8, 9, 10 September, 7.00 p.m. School concert.

Tuesday 8 September—School concert matinee.

School assemblies—31 July, 21 August, 18 
September.

Camp fundraising lunch
American hotdogs this Friday—31 July.

The cost is $5.00 per child (includes a drink).

There is a choice of tomato sauce and/or cheese.

Please indicate on the form below and send to the 
office with the money by Wednesday 29 July. 

There will be no other bought lunches on that day 
and no canteen.
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Ngati Toa School Values
This term we would like to review the school values 
with a view to coming up with a set of appropriate 
and meaningful values that will underpin life around 
our school.

Our current values are:
• Being respectful and responsible
• Inclusiveness
• Creativity
• Doing our best
• Celebrating life and happiness
• Being engaged in learning

While there is nothing wrong with this list, they are 
not easy to recall readily.

We would like the perspectives of the Ngāti Toa 
School whanau to be reflected in our values. We’d 
like you to take a look at the list of qualities listed on 
the last page of the newsletter and circle or highlight 
up to ten that are most important to you. (The list 
does not have to be named.)

Please send the completed list back to the school 
office. You can add some of your own qualities/
dispositions if you feel they are not represented in 
the list. We will then refine the list that comes in 
from families, teachers and children to come up with 
a definitive set of values that we can discuss at the 
Kai and Korero on 18 August.

ORDER FORM
American hotdogs and drink—$5.00 per child

Name: ..............................................................................................................................Room no: .........................

Name: ..............................................................................................................................Room no: .........................

Name: ..............................................................................................................................Room no: .........................

Number of hotdogs/drinks: ..................................... Tomato sauce: OR Cheese:

Money incuded: $ ........................................................



Achievement Adventure Self respect Arts

Challenge Close relationships Co-operation Community

Competence Competition Creativity Decisiveness

Ecological awareness Excellence Excitement Freedom

Friendships Helping people Honesty Independence

Knowledge Leadership Nature Physical challenge

Pleasure Privacy Public service Quality

Relationships Freedom Working alone Working together

Innovation Inquiry Equity Participation

Integrity Perseverance Curiosity Respect

Acceptance Loyalty Resourcefulness Tolerance

Courage Caring Compassion Fun

Values—Your thoughts? 
Please highlight or circle the aspects (up to 10) you see as most important in the way we behave and do things 
at Ngāti Toa School. Feel free to add any values you feel are important if they are not represented in this list.


