
Last term’s junior trip fees
There are still some families who haven’t yet 
paid for the junior trip last term.

The cost was $ 3.00 per child. Please pay at 
the office as soon as possible.

NGATI TOA SCHOOL Ahi mo te Ao – Fire for the World
Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero
Welcome back to a very exciting term three; and a special welcome to our new five-year-olds—Brooklyn 
Hill-Waters, Ngahui Russell-Robin and Hamana Para—and their families. Ahead of us we have a focus 
on performance and its ability to tell stories and evoke emotional response as we ready ourselves for 
the concert in week eight. More to come about this soon. Over the lead-up to the concert we are very 
committed to ensuring our classroom programmes continue to provide consistent quality teaching and 
learning opportunities with the children. After all, we have only 20 weeks left of the year in which to make 
the biggest difference to our children’s learning that we can.

Room 2 children will begin to use Chromebooks during this term and will learn to navigate the Google Doc 
environment. Erena Latu is excited at this prospect, as are the children! Room 11 will follow in term 4 with 
our laptops being utilised in Room 8. 

We will be seeking your input throughout the term as we embark on a review of our school values, and 
strategic planning for the next three to five years. Our Kai and Korero this term will be focused around this 
so please circle the date of 18 August to come along and join us.

Kaye

Indoor soccer
We have one Year-1/Year-2, two Year3/Year-4 and two 
Year-5/Year-6 indoor soccer teams in the competition 
soon to take place at Te Rauparaha 
Arena. See Facebook for weekly 
draws. 
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Concert
We are running our concert over three nights this 
term—8, 9 and 10 September.

We will still have the matinee on the Tuesday 8 
September and then the three evening concerts.

More details later about tickets, times, and pricing.

BOT Meeting
Next meeting is on Friday 31 July at 5.45 pm in the 
staffroom.

Ol’e Soccer Academy 
We have received a grant from the 
Infinity Foundation to enable the whole school to 
participate in soccer coaching every week at school for 
this term.

More details about this later. There will be no cost 
involved.

Canteen and lunches
Canteen this Friday.

Subway and bought lunches are now 
available.

“Best-room Bear”
Ask your 
children about 
our new 
school friend 
“Best-room 
Bear” who 
will be visiting 
classrooms 
each week 
from now on...



Stepping Out—Last chance!
We need to have a final idea of numbers of children 
who will be participating in the Stepping Out dance 
programme which is now underway. (For those 
children who have already enrolled, Stepping Out 
resumes this week.)

It’s not too late for your child to be 
part of this and you can pay now, later, 
or in instalments. 

As our focus this term is around the 
arts, particularly performance with 
our concert, the children have the 
opportunity to participate in this ten-
week dance programme.

The normal cost of this programme is $3.50 per 
session for one child ($35.00 for the 10 week 

programme) and $2 each for additional siblings. 
However, the school would like to subsidise this 
to the tune of $1.50 per child. This will reduce the 
cost to families to $20.00 for one child, and $5.00 
for each additional child per family. We think this 
is a pretty good deal for ten weeks’ dance teaching 

from two professionals. We will offer 
instalment payment options to make this 
more manageable for people’s budgets. See 
the tear-off at the end of the newsletter for 
further details.

Please note, only those who have paid or 
made arrangements to pay will be able to 
attend these dance sessions, so for parents 

of children who have enrolled, but haven’t yet sent 
the money or at least paid a deposit, please ring the 
office on 236 7785 to discuss payment options.
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Learning in a digital world
As we continue implementing our digital strategy (enabling our children to become more self-managing 
and responsible for their learning), it is important that we keep you in the loop with what is happening in 
the school. As you know, Room 12 (Year 4 children) have already been using Chromebooks to optimise their 
learning. They have been learning how to work in the Google Apps for Education environment, use email 
and plan their timetable with Google Docs. This term, Room 2 (Y3) children will begin using Chromebooks 
as well. Room 11 (Y4/5) will follow in term four and the laptops that we have in the school will be largely 
used by Room 8 (Year 5/6). In effect, by the end of the year, we will be ‘tooled up’ from Years 3–6. The 
junior classes will focus more on learning to use iPads and we will be seeking to source more of these as 
time goes on. 

Our ideal is that learning can become ‘ubiquitous’—that is, anytime, anywhere. During the holidays, I was 
thrilled to receive a few emails from children who were finding out interesting things that they thought 
I would like to hear about. I think that is fantastic! We want children’s ability to learn independently to 
extend beyond school’s hours and boundaries, and technology provides a way for this to happen!

To continue developing our strategy we need to find out from you how to make Chromebooks accessible 
to as many families as possible so that children can bring them back and forth between home and school. 
To this end, we want to hear your thoughts about purchasing Chromebooks as part of the children’s school 
requirements.

Could you please answer the following questions and send back to school so we can get a picture of what 
our community thinks about extending this learning approach.

Family name: ....................................................................................................................................................................................................

We support the use of digital technology to create better learning opportunities for our children. Yes / No

We would purchase a Chromebook (or similar device) outright as part of beginning of year school 
requirements. Yes / No

We would prefer a scheme of some kind to enable us to purchase a Chromebook (or similar device) on 
terms. Yes / No

Any suggestions or questions: .................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................



Stepping Out

Name of child attending:  ..........................................................................................................................................................................

Additional child/children attending: ......................................................................................................................................................

Programme cost: $20.00 (one child); $5.00 for each additional child
Payment options:

Full amount enclosed:  .................................................. Yes Or...

First instalment enclosed:  ..........................................Yes  Amount $__________

I/we agree to pay the remaining amount before 28 August 2015.

Signed: .................................................................................................................................................................................................................


