
Kaye’s Korero

If you Google ‘community’, once you 
get past the social media you come 
across a definition–‘a social group 
of any size whose members reside in 
a specific locality and often have a 
common and cultural heritage’.

As a school group, we fit this description and more. 
The news last week that our decile review submission 
resulted in a changed outcome for us (for the better, in 
terms of us not losing as much government funding) is 
testament to the efforts of everyone for providing the 
necessary information to the Ministry of Education. As 
a result of the review, we have gone back to a decile 3g 
(remember, we were a 2e, and were pushed up to a 4k 
at the end of 2014). It is important to understand that 
a decile rating does not in any way reflect the quality 
of a school. A good example of this is Hay Park school 
in Auckland. Not too disimiliar to Ngāti Toa in many 
ways, it has received two five-year Education Review 
Office reports, putting it in the top 12% of schools in 
the country—even though it is a decile 1 school. Such 
a standard is something we can all aspire to, and by 
being a tight community that works together to support 
our children’s learning, it is something we can achieve. 
Thanks to you all for helping have this decision altered—
we continue to strengthen our bonds with this kind of 
effort.

Our rescheduled Kai and Korero evening is this Tuesday 
(tomorrow night) at 6.30 p.m. Do come along and share 
in discussions about our school values, and how our 
teaching is changing to reflect the developments that 
technology offers to optimise learning.  We promise 
yummy cakes and hot drinks.

Last week we had the first meeting of our Science Club. 
A small group of enthusiasts met together and took on 
a couple of challenges in their own time. It was great 
to see the enthusiasm of these children as this got 
underway. Thanks to your support at home.

I am looking forward to reading all the reports about 
your children’s learning over this week, before they come 
home to you. I am getting to know the children now and 
reading their reports and seeing how their learning is 
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progressing, helps me get to know them better.

Teachers put a lot of time and thought into writing these 
reports for you and we'd really like you to come along 
to the reporting sessions next week and talk about how 
we can work together to help your children achieve to 
the highest heights. Looking forward to seeing you—and 
I am also available if anyone wants to discuss anything 
with me.

See you tomorrow night.

Kaye

Kai and Korero

Tomorrow night, 6:30 p.m. in the school hall. 

Reporting to Parents

Tuesday the 16th and Wednesday the 17th of June. School 
will close at 2.00 pm on Tuesday, 3.00pm on Wednesday.

Many of you have taken advantage of our first attempt 
at an on-line booking system. If you haven’t been 
on-line to book a time, please do so, (https://book.
parentinterviews.co.nz/welcome?code=7FXFZ) or, if you 
haven’t got access to a computer, please ring the office 
on 236 7785 and we can schedule  time for you.

Stepping Out

As our focus in term three is around the arts, particularly 
performance with our concert coming up, we are going 
to offer the children the opportunity to participate in a 
ten-week dance programme commencing later this term 
and going into term three. See the attached flyer to find 
out more about Ezra and Dean, the dance tutors who 
will be coming in once a week to teach the children. They 
have done a demo session with the children which was 
very warmly received.

The cost of this programme is $3.50 per session for one 
child ($35.00 for the 10 week programme) and $2 each 
for additional siblings. However, the school would like 
to subsidise this to the tune of $1.50 per child. This will 
reduce the cost to families to $20.00 for one child, and 
$5.00 for each additional child per family. We think this 
is a pretty good deal for ten weeks' dance teaching from 

"Alone, we can do so little; together, we can do so much."
 Helen Keller

O manu o le lauamanu e felelei mamao
Birds that fly together go far.
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two professionals. We will offer instalment payment 
options to make this more manageable for people’s 
budgets. See the tear-off at the end of the newsletter for 
further details.

Netball tournament

On Wednesday 10th June, there is a netball tournament 
at Mungavin Courts from 9.30 a.m.–1.30 p.m. Pop along 
if you can and support our team.

Clothing—Reminder

If your child has been given school clothing to wear as a 
result of some kind of accident at school, please return it 
to school washed and dried.

Also, if any families have spare clothing at home we 
would appreciate it here at school because we have now 
run out of clothes to give children in the event of an 
accident.

Canteen

There will be NO canteen this week.

Camp fundraising lunch.

This Friday we will be offering a hamburger for lunch.

Cost is $3 per burger (or two for $5) and this time there 
will be no drink available.

Order forms will go home on Tuesday.

Disco 

Thursday 11 June—Sausage sizzle at 5.30 p.m. ($1.50 per 
sausage and $ 1.50 per drink) followed by the disco from 
6.00–7.00 p.m.

Cost $2.00 entry to disco.

Could parents please donate items to sell at our canteen 
on this night.

Kids can clothing

We will be placing another clothing order at the end of 
the term.  If parents wish to order please see Raewyn or 
Sharon to get an order form and be fitted out.

Sports round-up

Hockey: Ngāti Toa vs. Redwood
(Ngāti Toa 4-Redwood 7)

Netball 1: Ngāti Toa 1 vs. Titahi Bay Netstars 
(Ngāti Toa 19-Titahi Bay 3)

Contact numbers

We are still finding a lot of your numbers are not 
operational. If you have changed address, or changed 
phone numbers or email addresses, please let us know. 
Complete the tear-off at the end of the newsletter 
to update your contact details, or contact the school 
directly; it is VITAL that we are able to contact you 
should we ever have to in an emergency. 

What's coming up:

Tuesday 9 June—6:30 p.m. Kai and Korero 2

Wednesday 10 June—9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. Netball 
tournament, Mungavin Courts.

Thursday 11 June—5:30 p.m. Disco for scooter racks

Friday 12 June—Assembly 11:15

Tuesday 16 June–2:00 p.m. school finishes. Reporting to 
parents on students' progress. (2:00 pm–6:00 pm)

Wednesday 17 June—Reporting to parents on students' 
progress (3:30 pm–7:30 pm)

Friday 19 June—Whanau time working in our cross-
groups.

Wednesday 24 June—KapoKapo—Ngāti Toa School 
performs at 7.45 p.m. at Te Rauparaha Arena.

Friday 3 July—End of term (3:00 p.m.).

Titahi Bay Mainly Music:

Mondays 9.30-11.00am Kapiti Crescent, St Matthew’s 
Anglican Church. Thirty minutes of music, morning 
tea and then free play. $3 per family.  Ph 236 8980, 
SMACtitahibay@gmail.com

Titahi Bay Pop-In: 

Thursdays 9.30-11.00am, Kapiti Crescent, St Matthew’s 
Anglican Church. Play activities, songs, stories, morning 
tea. Free. Ph 236 8980, SMACtitahibay@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION

Most people in the education system are aware of the many benefits associated with children and dancing. From not only 
improving motor skills and fitness, but also increasing self-respect, self-confidence, creativity, and developing vital social skills 
and behaviours.

At Stepping Out, we take this another step further. With a deep interest in child psychology and ongoing study and experience 
with teaching strategies, we have developed a programme that engages children in a safe, yet invigorating environment which 
instills a growth minset and teaches children vital life skills through dance lessons from inspiring male role models. Students are 
so engaged in our classes, they don’t even realise they are learning! Fantastic!

With our many years of teaching and dancing experience, and after working with thousands of different students, we have 
learned what works and what doesn’t when teaching. Through passion and dedication we have developed an effective 
programme which is accessible to children of any background.

DEAN LANGHAM
Co-Founder/Director 

Always praised throughout primary school for being a “natural achiever”in all areas, Dean 
developed what is known as a fixed mindset. Come high-school, when things got challenging, 
Dean began to skip class and lose motivation. This was all an act to avoid the embarassment of 
no longer being seen as the “natural achiever” he once was.

Dean aspires to instill a growth mindset in every child by teaching them that there is no such 
thing as a “natural” - that effort is the only path to mastery and that challenge should be 
exciting, not embarassing.

Dean is now ranked among the top Ballroom and New Vogue dancers in Australasia.

EZRA BUSH
Co-Founder/Director

Ezra grew up in a single parent household with no father figure and a hard working mother. At 
age seven he started dancing and lacked any male teachers up until he finished his schooling. 
Ezra now strives to be a positive male role model for children, demonstrating that it is ok 
for both boys and girls to dance and teaches them to endeavour to embrace new challenges 
everyday.

Ezra has been dancing professionally as a teacher, choreographer and performer since 2010 in 
Sydney, Australia. He specialises and trains in Hip Hop, Funk Styles, and Tap Dance.

CURRICULUM BASED DANCE PROGRAMME

Stepping Out offers a weekly dance program to primary schools which is aligned with the New Zealand curriculum. The 
programme involves two instructors spending all or part of one day per week for a term at your school. The programme is 
generally offered to the entire school, from year 1 to year 6 or year 8, who are then spilt into classes of around 35–100 students 
of same or similar year group, for 35–40 minute sessions.

Your classroom teachers will be provided the opportunity and resources to assess their students in accordance with the New 
Zealand Curriculum 

WIDE RANGE OF SKILLS

In each session, Dean and Ezra challenge your students to expand their comfort zones as they progressively work harder 
to learn and retain more and more each week. They will also share inspiring messages and information to help students to 
understand what truly make someone “talented”.

Important social skills are developed through partner dances and children are virtually brought out of their shells in a large scale 
group hip hop routine.

The programme also includes several activities which develop creativity and confidence, along with some high intensity, high 
energy dance jams!

STEPPING OUT
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Family name: ...................................................................................................................................................

Chidren/s' first name/s ......................................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................

Home phone: ..................................................................................................................................................

Mobile: ............................................................................................................................................................

Work phone: ....................................................................................................................................................

Email: ..............................................................................................................................................................

 Signed: .............................................................................................................................

Newsletter preference: Paper Email

CONTACT DETAILS

Stepping Out

Name of child attending:  ...............................................................................................................................

Additional child/children attending: ................................................................................................................

Programme cost: $20.00 (one child); $5.00 for each additional child
Payment options:

Full amount enclosed: ..................................... Yes Or...

First instalment enclosed ................................. Yes  Amount $__________

I/we agree to pay the remaining amount before 28 August 2015.

Signed: ......................................................................................................................................
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