
Kaye’s Korero

It’s always lovely to have a long 
weekend isn’t it, but this one was a 
particularly special one. I went to the 
dawn service in Porirua and to the later 
one at 9.00am with Evo and Teina, 
and both services were very moving. 

What was very noticeable though, was the number of 
people who took their young children to the services to 
begin to understand the significance of this time for New 
Zealanders. This is also an occasion where—competitive 
spirit aside—Kiwis feel a strong bond with Australians!

I think our children showed due respect in our service 
last week, and I hope they have gained a deeper 
understanding of this special time of year. 

Last week, our teachers took a close look at their 
classes again, especially in writing, and we discussed the 
expectations of New Zealand Curriculum (NZC) as the 
children progress through their learning. In the office 
foyer you can see a display that shows what writers need 
to be able to do at Levels One (Years 1 and 2), Level Two 
(Years 3 and 4) and Level 3 (Years 5 and 6) of the NZC. We 
are working hard to help the children also understand 
this progression so they can see where they need to be 
placing their efforts. We will be reporting your children’s 
progress against these expectations later this term.

On 14 May, we invite you to come along to a more 
wintery Kai and Korero evening where we can share 
with you more thinking about student achievement, 
e-learning strategy and how we can continue to build 
and strengthen our community relationships. This will be 
a 6.30 start with some dessert and coffee. Please join us.

Looking forward to an exciting term ahead

Kaye

Whanau groupings

This term we are going to start some activity where we 
group the children vertically rather than in the traditional 
horizontal same-age groupings. We are going to divide 
the school in three groups of around 50 children with 
three teachers (including Mrs Brunton) working with 
them. We have scheduled two blocks this term to work 
in

"Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one."
       Malcolm Forbes
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our whanau groups with the purpose of children and 
teachers building relationships with children in classes 
other than their own. The skills we have been teaching as 
part of the Cool Schools programme (such as identifying 
feelings, making I statements, effective listening) will 
provide the core of the activities we will do during that 
time.

Matua Vai and Touch Rugby World Cup

This week Matua Vai is playing Touch for the Cook 
Islands in the World Cup in Coffs Harbour. You can follow 
progress here http://www.touchworldcup.com/

Good luck Vai! Kiri Weir and Sonia Saluni will keep the 
home fires burning in Room 8.

Zoo visits – 4 & 5 May

You will have received notices about these trips coming 
up next week. Juniors (Rooms 5, 6, 7, 1, 2) on Monday 4 
May, and Years 4-6 (Rooms 12, 11, 8) on Tuesday 5 May.

Life Education Visits

We have the Life Education caravan here on 6/7 May. 
The children love to see Harold the Giraffe and we have 
asked to shape these sessions around our term one focus 
on who we are, identity and the building of self esteem. 
Ask your children about what they learnt in the caravan. 
Good questions to ask them about their learning are:

• What are you learning about/what did you learn 
about?

• Why were you learning about that?

• Did you do a good job in your learning?

• How do you know?

Sport

Mrs Pierre has rustled up a Ngāti Toa hockey team 
which is very exciting. We will keep you posted on 
their progress. Terese Church has also offered to coach 
our netball teams—we have two and she would really 
appreciate a hand. If anyone is keen please contact 
Cheryl Moeau here at school.  You can phone the office 
or email c.moeau@ngatitoa.school.nz



Civil Defence

Emergency Contact Details 
We are currently updating our Contact Information Lists.

Please let us know (contact the office) if your phone 
number or the numbers of your child’s emergency 
contact people have changed.

If there is any kind of emergency at our school, or 
affecting the area, we will try to keep parents informed 
of what is happening. If you receive a message from 
the school that we have implemented our Family 
Reunification Process, this means that we will only 
release students in a controlled fashion to people who 
have been listed by parents as emergency contact 
people for their children. The person coming to collect 
each student should come directly to the school hall 
entrance, where a process will be in place to record 
them collecting students. Please ensure the list of 
people authorised as emergency contact people for 
your children is kept up to date and includes people who 
live within walking distance of the school. You need to 
ensure the people who are on this list are aware of the 
expectation to pick up your children during a significant 
emergency, if it is likely that you will be unable to or 
delayed.

Emegency Kai
We are also currently updating our Emergency Supplies. 

There are some emergency situations where children 
might need to stay at school beyond regular school 
hours (e.g. if they have not yet been collected after an 
earthquake). In the event of such a situation children will 
need food. 

We ask if parents could please send a can of food to 
school for such a situation. 

Please provide a can of food that your child can eat 
straight out of the can without cooking. Please write 
your child’s name clearly on the top of the can and 
give this to your child’s teacher for storage in the class 
emergency box. These cans will be returned to you in 12 
months time for replacement.

What’s coming up:

Monday 4 & Tuesday 5 May—Zoo trips.

Thursday 30 April—5:30 p.m. Board of Trustees meeting 
in the staffroom.

Wednesday 6 & Thursday 7 May—Life Education Trust 
caravan visiting school.

Thursday 14 May—6:30 p.m. Kai and Korero 2 (dessert, 
coffee—and riveting discussion—provided).

Friday 15 May—Teacher-only day (children not at school)

Friday 22 May—10:00 a.m. Powhiri for new families (in 
the school hall).

Monday 25 May—Whanau time, working in our cross 
groups.

Friday 29 May—Assembly 11:15.

Monday June 8–Friday June 19—Reporting to parents 
on students' progress.

Friday June 12—Assembly 11:15

Friday June 19—Whanau time working in our cross 
groups.

Friday 26 June—KapoKapo—Ngāti Toa School performs 
at 7.45 p.m. at Te Rauparah Arena.
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Help your children with reading, writing and 
maths homework

Would you like to help your child with their 
homework?

Would you like to read to your child at home?

Do you need help with reading, writing or 
maths skills?

Literacy Aotearoa Porirua can help you free of 
charge.

So please consider joining one of our small day-
time or evening classes.

Contact Literacy Aotearoa Porirua – ph 237 
5283

12 Hartham Place North, behind North City 
Plaza.


