
Kaye’s Korero

I was very proud of all our children 
when we welcomed our new students, 
their whanau and the education visitors 
at the powhiri last Thursday. I want to 
make special mention of Evo, Mairead 
and Kohine for the karanga, and 

Dominic and Dazmin for speaking. It was fantastic that 
these children put their hands up to do these special jobs 
and even more heartening to know that many more of 
them wanted to do it. Not everyone finds it easy to stand 
up in front of a crowd and speak, let alone in a language 
that you are learning. So ka pai to you all—a great effort. 

And also, thanks to Chase McCready and Kaylee Paea 
who led our assembly on Friday. Another great job from 
some of our younger children.

We also had some children last week who deserve a 
mention for their responsible and respectful behaviour 
around the classroom and school: Sirmadix Bailey, 
Dimple Aye, Sapphire Kirwan, Ian Balt, AJ Whiripo,  
Shayla Wineera-Roberts, Dyani Heta, Henare Edwards 
and Christopher Mohi. Thanks children—you are being 
good role models for other children. 

Special welcome to Taylor Braithwaite and his family as 
they join the Ngāti Toa whanau. We look forward to our 
older children setting a fine example to Taylor and our 
younger students.

The term is tracking by so quickly and, as a group 
of teachers, we are working hard to provide quality 
teaching for your children as we work out what 
their learning needs are. We do this by using some 
standardised testing but mostly through our minute-
by-minute, day-to-day interactions with them as 
they learn. This information makes up the bulk of the 
judgements we make in relation to national standards 
because it is how we see if they can apply their reading, 
writing and mathematics in other learning areas such as 
science, social sciences, technology, health and physical 
education and the arts. This is where we see how they 
can transfer their learning—a good indication of whether 
they can actually do the particular thing we have been 
teaching. A good result on a test alone is not a true 
indication of achievement. So that’s what we have been 
doing – just in case you have been wondering!

He rōpū manaaki, he rōpū whakarongo, he rōpū ako mātou
We are respectful, we listen, we learn
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Have a great week

Kaye

Funding review (decile)

Thank you so much all those who have returned the 
surveys; we have had a great response so far. Let’s make 
the end of this week the deadline so please keep them 
coming because we need all the information we can get 
to support our appeal.

Parent help in classrooms

Rooms 5 and 6 are keen to have parent help next term. If 
anyone is interested in committing to a day for perhaps 
Block 1 (8.55–10.40) or Block 2 (11.00–12.00), please get 
in touch with Kathryn or Whaea Jude. 

Rippa rugby

The Rippa Rugby game for our Year 5/6 students' team 
has been postponed. Please check our Facebook page for 
updates.

School photos—23 March

Envelopes have been sent home; sibling envelopes are 
available at the school office for those families who 
would like to order a photo with all their children. 
Pre-schoolers are most welcome to be photographed 
with their older siblings This is not available for adults. 
First come, first served, from 8:15 am.

Austrian community in Titahi Bay

As we mentioned in last week's newsletter, the Austrian 
community has donated a seat to be installed in the 
school grounds to overlook the area where their people 
built homes and settled 60 years ago. To commemorate 
the building of these homes in Whanga Crescent, there 
will be a ceremony on Thursday 26 March at 2.00pm.

We will welcome our Austrian friends with a powhiri, 
unveil the seat and join together for afternoon tea. You 
are welcome to join us in this lovely event. 

Thank you to the Austrian community for this gesture.
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Marae visit – 31 March

On Tuesday 31 March the whole school will go to 
Takupuwahia Marae for the day as part of our topic 
study this term of Special people—special places. The big 
idea through this unit of work is how are we connected 
to this place and each other? More details for this day 
will follow.

Subway

Subway has now gone up 50c. The cheapest is now 
$6.00.

Money from Waikanae Pools trip

As the water slide was not operational last week, we 
have some money that was paid for this. We will hold 
onto this and use it for another event. We will let you 
know how it is to be used.

What’s coming up:

Tuesday 17 March, 10.00am–2.00 p.m.—Rippa Rugby 
Cannons Creek Park

Thursday 19 March, 5.30 p.m.—Board of Trustees 
meeting 

Monday 23 March—School photos.

Thursday 26 March, 2.00 p.m.—Austrian community 
seat presentation (Powhiri, ceremony and afternoon tea).

Friday 27 March 11.00 a.m.—School assembly

Monday 30 March, 1.30 p.m.—Duffy Books role model 
assembly.

Tuesday 31 March—Noho Marae, Takupuwahia Marae 
(More information to come).

Thursday 2 April—End of term (school assembly at 11:00 
a.m. and school finishes at 3:00 p.m.).


