
Kaye’s Korero

It was great to meet as a learning 
community last week to discuss how 
we might all work together to support 
our children’s learning. After discussing 
our national standards achievement 
information for 2014, all the parents 

who were there were unanimous in wanting us all to 
have high expectations of our children. Everyone would 
like our children to achieve at least at, but preferably 
above the standards.

We also discussed the qualities we would like our 
children to have by the time they eventually leave Ngāti 
Toa and these are listed on my blog (Site Blogs, Kaye's 
thoughts on our website) and on the school's Facebook 
page. Please feel free to email me at principal@ngatitoa.
school.nz with your thoughts or add a comment to the 
Facebook post if you would like to add anything to this 
list.

Our final topic of conversation was the beginning of our 
e-learning strategy—the way we want to power up our 
children’s learning through the use of technology.

We will set up a forum on our school website for the 
conversations to continue, and we can hear from those 
of you who were not able to make our evening. Thanks 
to everyone who did attend. 

What a day we had at the Waikanae Pools last Friday! 
After such a lovely week, it was a shame it packed up a 
little on Friday but it was still warm, so we went ahead. 
The children all enjoyed themseves and stayed in the 
warm water for a good couple of hours, with very few 
of them getting out before they were asked. A lot of fun 
was had zooming along the long inflatable in the big 
pool. It was entertaining watching the many different 
styles and strategies used to try and conquer the thing 
and I was intrigued watching the way the kids kept 
adjusting the level of challenge in such a natural and 
supportive way. 

Sadly, we will be losing two special people from the 
Ngāti Toa whanau this term. Alayne Wright will be 
leaving at the end of the term to seek her fortune 
overseas. Our best wishes and heart-felt thanks go to 
Alayne as she embarks on this new part of her life. What 
a great opportunity to learn and grow! The children 

He rōpū manaaki, he rōpū whakarongo, he rōpū ako mātou
We are respectful, we listen, we learn
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and staff value Alayne’s knowledge, experience and 
team spirit—she will be sorely missed. Sally Rogerson, 
one of our support staff, is leaving us this week to 
take up employment that offers more hours than we 
can provide. Thanks Sally for your commitment to our 
children and school. The teachers think very highly of 
you and will miss you.

Gosh, where is the term going?— There's still so much 
we want to do—slow down, do less, better!!!

Have a great week

Kaye

Reporting to you about student progress and 
achievement

This year we would like to adapt the way we provide you 
with information about your child/children’s progress 
and achievement. As in the past, we will be reporting 
to you twice a year in writing about how your children 
are tracking in relation to the national standards. This 
is an evaluation (called an overall teacher judgement or 
OTJ) that takes into account how children are using their 
reading, writing and mathematics skills and knowledge 
across all their learning (e.g when they are learning in 
a science, social studies, technology, arts, health and 
physical education context). 

For junior children, national standards OTJs are made at 
three points: after one year (40 weeks), after two years 
(80 weeks) and after three years (120 weeks) at school. 
We are also required to let you know how they are going 
in relation to meeting the standard six months out from 
the OTJ. To do this in a fair and manageable way, we 
would like to report to you around the anniversaries of 
those times.

Starting next term, we are going to reserve the last two 
weeks of each term for the junior teachers to arrange 
to meet with the parents and children who are having 
anniversaries at that time of the year. These children 
will not necessarily receive a mid-year and end-of-year 
report as their reporting will be being done in a more 
timely manner throughout the year. We will let you know 
when your child’s two judgements are due during this 
year. You can expect them to fall in the term of their 
birth month, and again, six months after that
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For the children in years 4–6, OTJs are made twice a year—
mid-year (as an interim or progress toward the standard 
judgement) and end-of-year; an achievement OTJ. 

Time will be set aside mid-year to meet and discuss these 
with children and their parents, and a written report 
provided at the end of the year. During these meetings, we 
will engage with you around next steps for your children’s 
learning and how you can support them at home.

Homework

All senior classes (Rooms 11, 12 and 8) have started home-
work programmes. Please remind your child to bring their 
homework book back on Fridays.

Funding review survey

You will have received communication about the funding 
(decile) review yesterday. Please check your child’s 
school bag if you haven’t. I urge you to participate in this 
survey so that we can have our best shot at overturning 
the government’s decision to see us as a high decile 4 
school. Please be assured that your confidentiality will 
be protected. We would like the surveys back as soon as 
possible—by the end of the week would be ideal (drop it 
into the box in the office foyer). Thanks for your support.

Powhiri

On Thursday 12 March we will be formally welcoming our 
new students and a group of visitors from the Consortium 
for Professional Learning who will be holding a national 
education meeting at our school. You are welcome to join 
us at 9.15 am in the hall.

Rippa rugby

Wow—the Ngati Toa Tigers showed the 
local schools how to play Rippa Rugby 
last week! Well done to all those children 
who represented our school (and won 
the tournament!!!). Good luck to the Year 
5/6 team representing us next Tuesday 17 
March.

School photos—23 March

Envelopes have been sent home; sibling 
envelopes are available at the school 
office for those families who would like 
to order a photo with all their children. 
Pre-schoolers are most welcome to be 
photographed with their older siblings 
This is not available for adults. First come, 
first served, from 8:15 am.

Austrian community in Titahi Bay

The Austrian community has donated a seat to be installed 
in the school grounds to overlook the area where their 

people built homes and settled 60 years ago. To 
commemorate the building of these homes in 
Whanga Crescent, there will be a ceremony on 
Thursday 26 March at 2.00pm.

We will welcome our Austrian friends with a powhiri, 
unveil the seat and join together for afternoon tea. 
You are welcome to join us in this lovely event. 

Thank you to the Austrian community for this gesture.

What’s coming up:

Thursday 12 March—Powhiri for new children and 
visitors. 

Friday 13 March, 11:00 am—School assembly.

Tuesday 17 March, 10.00am–2.00 pm—Rippa Rugby 
Cannons Creek Park

Thursday 19 March, 5.30 pm—Board of Trustees 
meeting 

Monday 23 March—School photos.

Thursday 26 March, 2.00 pm—Austrian community 
seat presentation (Powhiri, ceremony and afternoon 
tea).

Friday 27 March 11.00 am—School assembly

Monday 30 March, 1.30 pm—Duffy Books role model 
assembly.

Tuesday 31 March—Noho Marae, Takupuwahia 
Marae (More information to come).

Thursday 2 April, 11.00 am—School assembly and 
end of term

Our successful Kai and Korero evening



Canteen Fridays—1:20 pm.

Ice-blocks and popcorn—70 cents each

KidsCan

Many thanks to Sharon Hilling and Trina Kapene for 
their efforts in getting the children decked out in their 
jackets trousers and shoes; the children are loving them. 
Another order will go through next term.

Titahi Bay School triathlon—Saturday 14 March

All primary students welcome. Run, bike, wade through 
the sea. Saturday 14 March (postponement date is 
Saturday 28 March). Pre-school, open juniors (new 
entrants to year 3), open seniors (years 4 and over). $10 
per entry and receive a medal and certificate. 

Register by 9.15 on the beach. (See www.titahibay.
school.nz or phone 236 8399 for more information.) The 
school is raising money for a cooking room.
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Citizens' Advice Bureau (CAB)

The Citizens' Advice Bureau has asked us to remind 
you of the free, confidential services they provide the 
community. If you need advice about your rights, or 
need assistance with a particular issue, they have a 
group of volunteers who can help.

The CAB is open Monday to Friday 9:00am–4:30pm, 
and Thursday evenings by appointment. They can be 
contacted by phone 04 237 8846 or 0800 367 222, or by 
email cab.porirua@xtra.co.nz

No question is too big or too small, and no question is a 
silly question

St Pius X Twilight Food Festival 
Friday 20 March, 5:00 pm

Join the St Pius school community for an evening of great 
food, live entertainment and fun at St Pius X School,  Tuki 
St, Titahi Bay.

Nadia and Hayden with Anahera at the Kai and Korero


