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Kindled by heritage and sparked by learning to fuel the future

Kaye’s korero
Kia ora tatou

Those nasty winter bugs are about and they have got me! I had hoped to come through my first year at Ngāti 
Toa School without a day off but not to be. Do keep your wee ones at home cosy and warm if they are under 
the weather—this bug is very unpleasant.

Thanks to those who have sent back in the various tear-offs that come in the newsletter. There are two things 
going at the moment that we would value your feedback on—the values you think are important to underpin 
the way our school operates, and your thoughts around the purchasing of devices to align with our digital 
learning shift. Remember this is not a commitment but rather an information-gathering exercise to inform 
how we move ahead next year. Thanks to those who have returned these important pieces of information.

Keep warm and well.

Kaye
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Reporting absences
To report absences you can either:
• text 027 236 7785 with child’s name and room 

number or
• school answer-phone 236 7785—leave a 

message with your child’s name and room 
number.

Sports round-up
Hockey: Ngāti Toa vs. Greenacres Silver
(Ngāti Toa 1-Greenacres 0)

Netball 1: Ngāti Toa 1 vs. St Theresa’s 
Angels 

(Ngāti Toa 10—St Theresa’s Angels 6)

Netball 2: Ngāti Toa 2 vs. Pauatahanui 
Rockets 
(Ngāti Toa 10—Pauatahanui Rockets 0)

School reps!
On Saturday 8 August, Silas Thompson-Coombe 
and Katie Sanders—team members of the Titahi 
Bay Marlins—are opening for the Warriors game at 
Westpac Stadium. Way to go, kids!

Indoor soccer
Monday’s 3:40 p.m. game on court 2 at Te Rauparaha 
Arena (years 1 and 2) was a 0–0 draw. However, 
the coach is confident “That elusive goal will come 
soon!”

Today, years 3 and 4, play at 5:25 on court 1

Tomorrow, Wednesday 5 
August, years 5 and 6 will play 
on courts 1 and 2 at 4:50  p.m.

Please make sure children are 
there at least 20 minutes before 
games start. Coaches will wait 
at the bottom of the stairs.

“Best-room Bear”
Congratulations to Room 8—Last week, Best-Room 
Bear determined yours to be the tidiest classroom 
of the week. The children are working really hard 
at keeping their classrooms tidy—part of being 

responsible and respectful. They 
know that it is not Matua Glen’s 
job to clean up all their mess but 
rather to vacuum and wipe down 
the surfaces at the end of the day. 
It is very helpful to him and our 
other cleaner, Dora, when all the 
rubbish has been picked up.
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Learning in a digital world
As we continue implementing our digital strategy (enabling our children to become more self-managing and responsible 
for their learning), it is important that we keep you in the loop with what is happening in the school. As you know, 
Room 12 (Year 4 children) have already been using Chromebooks to optimise their learning. They have been learning 
how to work in the Google Apps for Education environment, use email and plan their timetable with Google Docs. 
This term, Room 2 (Y3) children will begin using Chromebooks as well. Room 11 (Y4/5) will follow in term four and the 
laptops that we have in the school will be largely used by Room 8 (Year 5/6). In effect, by the end of the year, we will be 
‘tooled up’ from Years 3–6. The junior classes will focus more on learning to use iPads and we will be seeking to source 
more of these as time goes on. 

Our ideal is that learning can become ‘ubiquitous’—that is, anytime, anywhere. During the holidays, I was thrilled 
to receive a few emails from children who were finding out interesting things that they thought I would like to hear 
about. I think that is fantastic! We want children’s ability to learn independently to extend beyond school’s hours and 
boundaries, and technology provides a way for this to happen!

To continue developing our strategy we need to find out from you how to make Chromebooks accessible to as many 
families as possible so that children can bring them back and forth between home and school. To this end, we want to 
hear your thoughts about purchasing Chromebooks as part of the children’s school requirements. (Approximate price: 
$350)

Could you please answer the following questions and send back to school so we can get a picture of what our community 
thinks about extending this learning approach.

Family name: ..................................................................................................................................................................

We support the use of digital technology to create better learning opportunities for our children. Yes / No

We would purchase a Chromebook (or similar device) outright as part of beginning of year school requirements. Yes / 
No    (We’re asking for an indication only—this is NOT a commitment to purchase)

We would prefer a scheme of some kind to enable us to purchase a Chromebook (or similar device) on terms. Yes / No   
(Again, we’re asking for an indication only—this is NOT a commitment to purchase)

Any suggestions or questions: .......................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Kawenga Award
We present this award to the class that manages 
themselves responsibly and respectfully at school 
assembly. This involves entering and exiting the hall 
quietly, waiting quietly between items, listening 
to the items courteously, and generally showing 
respect to the people who are presenting the 
assembly. Last week’s winners of the Kawenga 
award were Room 2 (Mrs Latu’s class). Fantastic 
effort children! 

Artsplash choir
Where: Michael Fowler Centre

When: Wednesday 2 September

For rehearsal, we will leave school at 8:30 a.m. for 
the Michael Fowler Centre and return by midday. 
Any latecomers will be left behind.

Our actual performance is at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Michael Fowler Centre and we have a bus booked 

to take singers, and those of their families who 
wish to join us, into Wellington. 

Any family members wanting to travel with us on 
the bus, please leave your name with Raewyn at 
the office. Parents who would like tickets can get 
them at the school office for $5.00 each. 

Please note, we MUST leave by 4:15 and cannot 
wait for any latecomers.

What’s coming up
Tuesday 25 August, 7:00 p.m.—Kai and Korero

Thursday 27 August, 10:00 a.m.—School powhiri

Thursday 27 August “Movie Night” (camp 
fundraising)

Wednesday 2 September—Artsplash

8, 9, 10 September, 7:00 p.m. School concert.

Tuesday 8 September—School concert matinee.

School assemblies—31 July, 21 August, 18 
September.
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Ngati Toa School Values
This term we would like to review the school values with a view to coming up with a set of appropriate and 
meaningful values that will underpin life around our school.

Our current values are:
• Being respectful and responsible
• Inclusiveness
• Creativity
• Doing our best
• Celebrating life and happiness
• Being engaged in learning

While there is nothing wrong with this list, they are not easy to recall readily.

We would like the perspectives of the Ngāti Toa School whanau to be reflected in our values. We’d like you 
to take a look at the list of qualities listed on the last page of the newsletter and circle or highlight up to ten 
that are most important to you. (The list does not have to be named.)

Please send the completed list back to the school office. You can add some of your own qualities/dispositions 
if you feel they are not represented in the list. We will then refine the list that comes in from families, 
teachers and children to come up with a definitive set of values that we can discuss at the Kai and Korero on 
25 August (note the change of date).

Values—Your thoughts? 
On the next page, please highlight or circle the aspects (up to 10) you see as most important in the way we 
behave and do things at Ngāti Toa School. Feel free to add any values you feel are important if they are not 
represented in this list. Please return the completed page to the school.



Achievement Adventure Self respect Arts

Challenge Close relationships Co-operation Community

Competence Competition Creativity Decisiveness

Ecological awareness Excellence Excitement Freedom

Friendships Helping people Honesty Independence

Knowledge Leadership Nature Physical challenge

Pleasure Privacy Public service Quality

Relationships Freedom Working alone Working together

Innovation Inquiry Equity Participation

Integrity Perseverance Curiosity Respect

Acceptance Loyalty Resourcefulness Tolerance

Courage Caring Compassion Fun

Values


