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Kaye’s Korero

Kia ora tatou

We have had a lovely start to 2015 and the children and teachers have settled well into their 
new classes!

There are some new children and their families at Ngāti Toa this year, and we 
wholeheartedly welcome you to our school:

Carter Collins   Zakahraiah Hartley-Coombes   Lilly McCarthy, Jahvarna Heta   Maddox Whiripo 
AJ Whiripo   Justyn Whiripo   Maia Metuariki   Marae Metuariki   Kyla Kiore   Skylah Teio 
Anahera Parata   Shaylia Reihana.

We really look forward to working with you to achieve great outcomes for your children. On 11 March we 
would love you all—new families and our existing ones—to bring some dinner along to school, then come 
to the hall to meet the staff and discuss the direction of the school and how we might work together in the 
coming years to achieve our goals.

Our Board of Trustees meets this week and we will communicate the key outcomes of this meeting to you next 
week. As a relatively new board, we are in the process of setting up new systems and procedures for ensuring 
our school focuses on the things that really matter, and that we are well connected to our community. 

I hope you have had a chance to visit the school website www.ngatitoa.school.nz

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Gerry Jordan from the Royal New Zealand Police College who 
gave up many hours of his own time to build this website for us free of charge. It is another act of kindness 
from our community that means a great deal to us.

In light of our recent decile change, I thought it worth quoting this extract from a recent article by Adam 
Dudding published on the www.stuff.co.nz website (http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/education/65915849/school-survival-
strategies-from-the-experts)

Those magic numbers may be a good guide to how 
flash the cars at the school gate will be, but Jordan says 
researchers repeatedly find there's little difference 
between the quality of teaching across the decile spectrum.

...Instead of deciles, the best way to judge a school is to 
visit and ask yourself: How welcoming are the people? How 
available is the principal? What do the classrooms look 
like? Also, have a good nose around the school's website.

Parents often don't feel qualified to judge...but actually 
they are.

So...please come and visit. If you haven’t had a look around, do 
come in and one of us will ensure you get a tour. Meet us, have 
a cuppa and find out more about the school and what we want 
for your children.

Looking forward to meeting you 

Kaye

Waiho i te toipoto, kaua i te toiroa
Let us keep close together not far apart
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Parking

We have an issue outside the school gates in the turning bay. People are parking there and backing out as 
children are arriving and leaving school. This is very dangerous, as it is difficult to see small children walking 
along the footpath. Please refrain from doing this.

Also for the children's safety, please park outside the school and walk in rather than bringing your cars into 
the playground. 

The safety of the children is our primary concern.

Stationery

Stationery packs are available at the school office. Costs for each class are around $30.

Swimming

Our swimming pool is in use. Please ensure children bring their swimming togs and towel each day.

Website

Remember, our new school website is now operating at www.ngatitoa.school.nz
Remember, also, our newsletters are available on the website alongside information about the school.

What's coming up?

Thursday 26 February—Parent Group meeting in the staffroom—5:30 pm.

Tuesday 3 March—Kai and Korero: Parent Information Evening—6:00 pm.

Thursday 5 March—Waikanae Pools outing.


